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Clinical application of the hyperkinetic behavior checklists for pre-school aged children
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Abstract :
[Purpose]

We developed the checklists to evaluate hyperkinetic behaviors for pre-school aged children. In this study

we tried to evaluate a clinical utility of the checklists in diagnosing developmental disabilities.
[Methods]

The mothers who consulted our clinics due to developmental troubles of their pre-school children cooperated
to this study. The study was done since Jan. 2005 to Dec. 2005. Twenty two children were made an entry into
this study. Their ages ranged from 2.8 to 6 years old. Their sex ratio was 19/3. We diagnosed them to 13
pervasive developmental disorders (PDD), 2 attention deficit/ hyperkinetic disorders (AD/HD), one PDD+ AD/
HD, one high function PDD (HFPDD) and five others. Behavior checklist consisted of 6 components, including
seven hyperkinetic items, six excessive interesting items, four destructive contact related items, three inappro-
priate contact related items, four severe temper related items and one coordination disorder items. We used
the ranking scales from zero to three, i.e. zero means non or rare happening , one ; sometime happening, two ;
frequent happening and three ; strongly frequent happening to evaluate each items. Also we evaluated mean
scores of six components between four group of disorders, by use of relative scale which was standardized by
three years health check visitors.

[Results]

In the three items, “trickle movement” , “running around” , “cannot play in limited space” which belong
to hyperkinetic items, the score of group AD/HD showed significantly higher than that of group PDD. In the
item “hitting the head into floor and wall” , the score of group ADHD was high, but the score of group PDD
was high in the item “extensive behavior” . HFPDD case tended to show high score in excessive interesting
items and in severe temper items, and also PDD+AD/HD case showed high score in destructive contact

related items.

[Conclusions]
The behavior checklists were useful to distinguish between AD/HD and PDD. Especially the checklist items
“trickle movement” , “running around” , “cannot play in limited space” were useful to diagnosis to AD/
HD.
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