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Modernization of Qingdao under the Colonial Rule by Germany and Japan

ZHANG Yuling

Abstract

Qingdao City, among other cities located in the east of China, is noticed by the world as a young modern city
that had mushrooming growth in innovation through foreign capital and techniques after 1979, when economic
reform took place in China. Of course, as a colonial city, Qingdao also has had experience in how to manage the
heritage left by imperialistic Germany (1897-1914) and Japan (1914-1922, 1938-1945) after retrieving sovereign
power. Today, the visitor can see many European buildings such as the Official Residence of the German
Governor in the urban district. They can also enjoy many exotic houses with red roofs which are built recently in
the suburbs. It is easy to see that the scenery of the European Resort Qingdao is produced intentionally, and that
Qingdao is making it apparent that it was once under the colonial rule by Germany. However, the visitor will
never get any hint easily that Qingdao had also been under colonial rule by Japan, even though many Japanese
companies such as general supermarket Jusco and Mitsubishi Industries have expanded into Qingdao, and
Japanese pop culture such as electronics, fashion, music and cartoons have penetrated into the people’s daily
life.

What is the cause of the opposite management of the colonial history between Germany (1897-1914) and
Japan? What were the characteristics of German and Japanese control? And what was the Chinese people’s
reaction to their control? Relating to the international environment surrounding China at the end of the Qing
Dynasty, this paper will draw a comparison between Germany and Japan's colonial rule in Qingdao by

discussing the purpose of their occupation, the foundation of the city and the Chinese people’s reaction.
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