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The Relation between Special Mora and Accent Nucleus in
Yamaguchi Dialect

IKEDA Fumiko
(Japanese linguistics)

In the standard Japanese, which is based on the Tokyo dialect, it is found that the mora that consists of /R/,
/N/, and /Q/ or the latter half of a diphthong is not an accent nucleus. The position of the accent nucleus is
simply moved to the left.

On the other hand, in the traditional Yamaguchi dialect among the elder people in the area, it is observed that
the special mora function as an accent nucleus.

However, this tendency is scarcely observed among the young people in the area. They seem to move one

mora to the left, in the same manner as the standard Japanese language.
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