IV b ICR BRSO

N H

H

The Variety of Unhappiness in Hamlet

Osamu MATSUDA
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See what a grace was seated on this brow,

Hyperion’s curls, the front of Jove himself,
An eye like Mars to threaten and com-
mand,

A station like the herald Mercury
New-lighted on a heaven-kissing hill,

A combination and a form indeed

Where every god did seem to set his seal
To give the world assurance of man.
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Ghost. Revenge his foul and most unnatu-
ral murder.

Ham. Murder !

Ghost. Murder most foul, as in the best it
is,
But this most foul, strange and un-
nuatural.

Ham. Haste me to know’t, that [ with
wings as swift
As meditation or the thoughts of love
May sweep to my revenge.

Ghost. I find thee apt.
And duller shouldst thou be than the

fat weed

That roots itself in ease on Lethe
wharf,

Wouldst thou not stir in this.
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The harlot’s cheek, beautied with plast’ring
art,

Is not more ugly to the thing that helps it
Than is my deed to my most painted word.
O heavy burden !
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0O, my offence is rank, it smells to heaven;
It hath the primal eldest curse upon't——
A brother’s murder. Pray can I not,
Though inclination be as sharp as will,
My stronger guilt defeats my strong intent,
And, like a man to double business bound,
I stand in pause where I shall first begin,
And both neglect. What if this cursed hand
Were thicker than itself with brother’s
blood,

Is there not rain enough in the sweet
havens

To wash it white as snow ? Whereto serves
mercy

But to confront the visage of offence?
And what’s in prayer but this twofold
force,

To be forestalled ere we come to fall

Or pardon’d being down ? Then I'll look up.
My fault is past—but O, what form of
prayer

Can serve my turn? ‘Forgive me my foul
murder ?’

That cannot be, since I am still possess’d
Of those effects for which I did the murder
My crown, mine own ambititon, and my
queen.
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O wretched state! O bosom black as
death!
O limed soul, that struggling to be free
Art more engag’d! Help, angels! Make
assay.
Bow, stubborn Kknees;and heart with
strings of steel,
Be soft as sinews of the new-born babe.
All may be well.
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Queen. O Hamlet, speak no more.
Thout turn’st my eyes into my very
soul,

And there I see such black and grained
spots
As will not leave their tinct.

Ham. Nay, but to live
In the rank sweat of an enseamed bed,
Stew’d in corruption, honeying and
making love
Over the nasty sty !

Queen. O speak to me no more.
These words like daggers enter in my
ears.

No more, sweet Hamlet.
Ham. A murderer and a villain,
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Ham. Ha, ha! Are you honest ?

Oph. My lord?

Ham. Are you fair?

Oph. What means your lordship ?

Ham. That if you be honest and fair, your
honesty should admit no discourse to
your beauty.

Oph. Could beauty, my lord, have better
commerce than with honesty ?

Ham. Ay, truly, for the power of beauty
will sooner transform honesty from
what it is to a bawd than the force of
honesty can translate beauty into his
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likeness. This was sometime a para-
dox, but now the time gives it proof. I
did love you once.

Oph. Indeed, my lord, you made me believe
so.

Ham. You should not have believed me;
for virtue cannot so inoculate our old
stock but we shall relish of it. I loved
you not.

Oph. 1 was the more deceived.

Ham. Get thee to a nunnery. Why, wouldst
thou be a breeder of sinnerg?--«:----
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King. Now must your concience my ac-
quittance seal,
And you must put me in your hart for
friend,
Sith you hve heard, and with a know-
ing ear,
That he which hath your noble father
slain
Pursu’d my life.
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