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The Constructing “Another Society” for “Lepers” in Okinawa: Standpoints from the Life-History of
Keisai AOKI and the Social Constitution of his Mission for “Leprous Refuge” in Kushibaru 1927-1930
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Summary
The Constructing “Another Society” for
“Lepers” in Okinawa: Standpoints from
the Life - History of Keisai AOKI and the
Social Constitution of his Mission for
“Leprous Refuge” in Kushibaru
1927-1930
Bun’ya NAKAMURA
In this paper, we trace the life-history of the
missionary Keisai AOKI in the period 1894-1930 and
consider on the social construction of his mission in
Okinawa before construction the leprosarium
“Kunigami-Airakuen”. AOKI had the experience of
“leprosy”. He had worked industry for many suffered

“lepers” in Okinawa.
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AOKI, a rural farmer’s son, was born in Tokushima
in 1894. He had been leprous at seventeen years old.
Because of it, he went on the Shikoku Pilgrimage
(“Shikoku-Henro”) three times. In fact, many “lepers”
went on this pilgrimage traditionally. It means the
going on their last journey. In 1915 he went to the
leprosarium in Ohsima at Kagawa prefecture, and in
1918 was baptized by the name of Ephraim. But in
1922 he ceased to stay here, then went to the
leprosarium “Kaishun-Hospital” in the city of
Kumamoto next year. The manager in this hospital
Hanna Riddell directed him to serve the “lepers” in
Okinawa. Her direction means the mission to
Okinawan “lepers”.

In 1927 AOKI arrived at the port town Naha with
Anglican priest Takuya ARATO. They visited some
“lepers” who had been a personal relationship with
“Kaishun Hospital” ; Ie Is, Ohgimi, Bise-Kushibal. As
they understood his mission, and then became an
informant, cooperator to help his work.

The main theme in this paper will trace the meaning
of his life and consider sociologically on his mission
work in the refuge in Kushibaru from 1927 to 1930,
presupposed his life-history before arrival in Okinawa.

In chapter 1, we trace to his life-history until arrival
at Okinawa. In this period, he often attempted to some
“religious-tramps” from refuge to refuge; first the
Shikoku Pilgrimage, second some refuges to the
“lepers” in Shikoku, third in Kyusyu. In this process,
his “religious-tramps” modified the mission to
“lepers”. And the experiences of some tramps made
him the missionary.

In following chapter, we trace to his life-history in
his period of Kushibaru. AOKI had been lived in the
refuge in Kushibal 1927-1930. His everyday life was a
half bivouac, sometime he slept on the open. In
Okinawa at that time, the many “lepers” were forced
to segregate at a cave, tomb and sea coast outside
community, they spend almost all day at there. His

mission work in Okinawa had been performed in such

a hard environment. However, it is not surprise that be
possible to work out by him. His work was possible
that he had some experienced knowledge and recipes
to care the patients. There were derived from his
experiences of some tramps before arrival at Okinawa.
If he had not experienced it, it was not possible to
work out his mission in Okinawa. And he could to use
some useful information concerning to the problems
and realties of “leprosy” in Okinawa in that time.
These were stocked by “Kaishun Hospital” had been
served to the “leprosies” in Okinawa.

After his Kushibal period, he constructed
“Kunigami-Airakuen”. Only “Airakuen” was
constructed by the “leprosy” AOKI in Japan. Owe to
cooperation between the tradition of a mission works
in Okinawa derived from Kaishun Hospital and his

pray, care, practice, was possible its surprising.
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