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Elderly and Gender : Report on the 45 Elderly Peoples Living Alone in the Latter Stage
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Elderly and Gender :Report on The 45
Elderly People Living Alone in The Latter
Stage

Megumi MATSUNARI

Summary

The purpose of this report is to clarify the problem of

the gender in the life of the elderly.It is based on a case

study of the 45 elderly people living alone who are in
the latter stage of their aging.They are living at the one
political unit in the Yamaguchi City. The study is

conducted from 1999 to 2006.

The results are:

(1)The elderly wish strongly to have their land and
buildings and grave inherited by their eldest son
because they hold the ie (family) traditional value in
their mind.

(2)The elderly rely on their daughters for daily
assistance and emotional interaction.

(3)The new social norm in regards to who is to
continuously look after the parents in the latter stage
of their aging is not enough established.

(4)Therefore, the parent’s generation does not have
much freedom to choose the lifestyle available for
them.

(5)In the near future we must predict that their
economic troubles will sprang from the sexual cross
between son as the inheritor and the daughter as the

career.
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