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On “L'espace vecu” for a “Leper” in Okinawa
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SUMMARY
On “L’espace vecu” for a “Leper” in
Okinawa

Bun’'ya NAKAMURA

In this paper, we inquire into “1’ espace vecu” for
“Lepers” in Okinawa. To consider on the social
meanings of a sanatorium for Hansen’s disease patient
(“Kunigami Airakuen”) in Okinawa before its
construction, we clarify both the place to live (“I’
espace vecu”) for them and the their social interest to
survive.

For our consideration, we interpret the text wrote by
Keisai Aoki who sent from “Kaishun Hospital” in
Kumamoto at 1927. His mission commanded by the
owner of this hospital Hannah Riddell was saving and
caring to “Lepers” in Okinawa. He was a savior, while
a civilian Anthropologist. In this paper we investigate

the some correspondences between Aoki and Hakaru

INEIRSRS: MRtk Al H14% 20084 3 1

Miyagawa at 1932-1934 and former biography
“Erabareta Shima”. In this paper, we try to grasp his
texts as an ethnography from standpoint of the “Lepers”
in Okinawa until constructing “Kunigami Airakuen”

Okinawan “Lepers” were able to stay their home
until appeared its symptom. As appeared it, the
patients were imposed to segregate in a seaside,
graveyard, cave where located outside of the local
community (Shima) . In general, the patients had to be
cared by their family, and the patients had not to stay
in home village (Umarijima) . As an exception, at
Kinn the patients had been aided socially, and at Ikei
the patient’s families economical. However most of
villages in Okinawa were indigence at 1930’s, the
many patients lost the supports from family. So, the
patient had to go the begging.

The patient’s begging areas extended from Yanbaru
to Naha. It constituted their own social circle. Their
movements transited along some places called the
“patient’s gathering spots” (Shugohsho) . Its located in
a boundary area between the communities; for
example a seaside, graveyard, cave where located an
outside of it. By the way, this movement made the
patient’s foots injure, then they had a risk to lost their
life catching a disease as a tetanus, septicemia, etc.
Therefore the begging means socially fall and
degradation. The patients were possible to force to
meet with a tragic end.

Aoki had been acquired the socially straitened
circumstances of them through accomplishment of his
mission, and had been gotten the observation of some
structures and mechanisms of Okinawan culture. It is
from his experience of the tragic realities of them at
this time that he had been understood the necessity of
constructing a sanatorium for them. His conception
rooted in Okinawan people’s way of action they hope
to dead at a home world. He realized even Okinawa
our sanatorium required. His conception realized after
the “Arashiyama affaire”.

In current studies on the problem of Hansen’s
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disease, the political problem of social segregation
links with the existence of a sanatorium. Though this
link corrects, the reality of Okinawan “Lepers” until
constructing “Kunigami Airakuen”, needed a
sanatorium. It is from this issue that we had to
distinguish the political problem of a social segregation

from of a sanatorium cautiously.
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