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SUMMARY

The thoughts of the parents to the aging of their
mentally handicapped

—Through the research on the parents of men-
tally handicapped —

Hiromitsu MIHARA

Koji MATSUMOTO

This paper aims to clarify about the
thoughts of the parents to the aging of their
mentally handicapped children through the
questionnaire to the parents of mentally hand-
icapped children. 274 parents had answered
for the questionnaire. Most of them were
mothers. They had anxiety about the aging of
mentally their handicapped in spite of the de-
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gree of their handicap. But most parents were
not feeling that the their children have aged.
Also, mentally handicapped persons are not
feeling themselves that they are aging. Many
parents will not expect the care of mentally
handicapped children to their siblings, be-
cause they will not want to have the burden
of siblings to the care of mentally handi-
capped children.

The place where the parents expect as the
end life of mentally handicapped are “their
own house”, “group home” “institution for
the handicapped.”

It seems that parents hope that their chil-
dren finish their life with the living environ-
ment that got used to living.

— 133 —



