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SUMMARY

Differences in Observations Occurring Between
Students of Different Majors

—An analysis of assessments in one case in-
volving an elderly client—

The purpose of this study is to define the
characteristics of perspectives regarding care
goals from both nursing and care worker
viewpoints when looking at the same elderly
patient. The data presented is based on infor-
mation obtained from undergraduate students
majoring in nursing and students majoring in
care working.

The subjects of the study were 70 junior
year nursing students at Yamaguchi Prefectur-
al University and 73 sophomore students ma-
joring in care work at U junior college. The
differences between each group of students’
observations and their establishment of care
goals were examined and compared. In com-
parison, the most common point in observa-
tions between the two groups was in regard to
practice regarding dietic therapy. However,
observations regarding therapeutic treatment
were significantly higher in the nursing stu-
dents. Nursing students also tended to make
more observations on the course of the medi-
cal condition itself as well as the level of inju-
ry. Their concern with how the therapeutic
treatment be conducted and the difficulties of
the patient in complying with the instructions
regarding treatment was also more apparent.
On the other hand, students in the care work-
er course made statistically more observations
regarding the level of financial independence
of the patient as well as the patient’s hobbies.
Furthermore, through comparison of both
groups, the highest priorities in regard to the
care goals of nursing students was patient ac-
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ceptance and conducting dietic therapy.
Whereas the priorities of the students in the
care worker course were the reduction of the
patient’ s stress as well as the enhancement
of his or her living standards. The differences
between the observations of both groups of
students suggest that observations differ from
course to course.

In order for students of both courses to be
able to work with each other, it is important
to provide opportunities for each group to co-
operate with the other when caring for pa-
tients. A general education course providing
this type of interaction is recommended.
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