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Practical Research Through Cooperation Between Industry and University on International

Exchange and Fashion Design

— The Case of the Yamaguchi Culture Lounge and Exchange Between the University
of Art and Design Helsinki (UIAH) and Yamaguchi Prefectural University (YPU) —
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This essay is concerned with ‘Practical research through cooperation between industry and univeristy on

international exchange and Fashion design. In particular, it is concerned with the case of the activities of the

Yamaguchi Culture Lounge and Exchange between the University of Art and Design Helsinki (UIAH) and

Yamaguchi Prefectural University (YPU), mainly organized by Yumiko Mizutani, Professor of the Graduate

School of International Culture Studies at YPU, who was a visiting professor at UIAH in 2002.

The following exchange activities are discussed in detail :
1. The participation of YPU Graduate School students in the ‘HIMO’ Fashion show at UIAH.
2. The participation of UIAH Graduate School students in 2nd and 3rd Japan Fashion Design Contest in

Yamaguchi, organized by the Executive Committee of the Contest and the Christmas Fashion show,

organized by the Yamaguchi Culture Lounge.

3. An exchange of Finnish fabric and Japanese Fashion design.
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The Concept of recent work for the Design Museum
last summer. MA-degree collection, exhibition title
Luuluu. Designers Piia Rinne & Noora Niinikoski.
Shown at the joint exhibition of the 2002 graduates
of UIAH in the Design Museum in Helsinki, May
15th-August 4th 2002. Luuluu clothes are part of a
larger and still ongoing project. The project deals
with the openess of the design process. The attitude
is based on the relationship of knowledge and un-
known. The aim of the project is to produce multi-
plicity that produces a finally coherence whole.
Each small part is equal and related to various
sources. The work is based on continous research of
intime atmosphere. The work is a matrix of rela-
tionships. The interesting point in designs exists in
between things. The IN BETWEEN is the space
that consists the unknown accidental and surprising
element. We aim to catch this uncontrollable and
use it as the creative focuspoint of the design work.
We work by framing something. For example fabric
and technique. Then by using the diversed research
material we aim to transform the imagined atmos-
freric world on fabric. For example DADA-kabaree
combined with GLAM-rock. We are curious or the
result that is produced by odd combinations. We
like to work without knowing exactly how the final
poduct will be. In fact the main point of the work is
to develope a mutating creative base from which
the unexpected ideas may rise. The aim is to give a
shape of wearable fashion for these all the time
emerging ideas. At the Design Museum exhibition
we showed 4 outfits. These were selected items
from Cotton collage serie and oldstyle blouse serie.
Cotton collage clothes were made by creating ran-
dom compositions of geometric fabric pieces in
between two identical garments. Garments were
topstiched and cut. Finally some areas were taken
off, in order to create a decollage textile surface.
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Collage clothes are based on the technique used
widely by artists. First among dadaists and surreal-
ists in the beginning of the 20th century. The old-
style blouse serie was produced of the same cotton
as used in collage garments. The old feminine “fin
de siécle” blouses combined with the collages aimed
to recapture the imagined spirit of the early days of
Dada.
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@O'FOOLS GOLD’, by Piia Rinne & Noora Niinikos-
ki
Univesity of Art and Design Helsinki, Spring 2001
The Concept of Fools Gold-mix of everyday and
glamour
Styling : 20’s, 50’s and 80’s
Inspiration : -our everyday environment
~historical (20’s) and exotic glamour
Materials : -denim
-100% wool

Textile designs : Prints : Helsinki seaside and
urban environment photos discharge printed on
denim and knitted wool. Sketchy line drawings of
cars, faces, dogs and written notes added acciden-
tally on top of photoprints. Embroidery : Some
areas of prints filled with sequins, sequin rainbows,
embroidered mountains and flowers. Knitwear :
Based on the research of evening wear and “primi-
tive” festival wear. For example : 20’s charlston
partydresses with fringes, North American indians
fringe leatherwear, african traditional festival
wear.

The aim : Aim was to create rich fabric by using
chance method. The shapes for clothes emerged
automatically from the treated textiles.

®@'The experience in the Fashion Contest in
Yamaguchi’, written by Noora Niinikoski

In May 2001 I was invited by Professor Mizutani
Yumiko to participate the Fashion Contest in
Yamaguchi the following November. Together with
Piia Rinne we had just finished a denim/knitwear
collection Fools Gold. A happy coincidence was that
the theme for the Yamaguchi Fashion contest was
as well denim.

August-December 2001 I studied at Tama Art
University as an exchange student, so I flew to
Yamaguchi from Tokyo. I felt really excited about
this given opportunity to visit an another side of

Japan. I arrived on Saturday and stayed until
Monday. From the very beginning I had wonderful
feeling in Yamaguchi. I met lots of nice people. The
Fashion Contest was very well organized. The lec-
tures given by the members of the Jury were intrest-
ing. On the day of fashion show, I was amazed of the
amount of participants of the Contest. The Theme
for the contest was strictly defined DENIM, which
I found was very good. On the other hand the
participants had freely experimented the possibil-
ities of this common fabric. The result was amazing
amount of denim creations packed with quite end-
less amount of creativity.

For me as a foreign designer, it was very intrest-
ing to see the many faces of japanese emerging
fashion design. In my opinion the design language of
the chosen works was strong. Denim had been treat-
ed in many ways...printed, torn, appliqued, bleached,
pleated... The styles varied from fantasy costumes
to very wearable clothes. It was very joyful to

witness the diversity of new creativity.

®*Akvavit’ by Naoto Niidome

A record of 40 entries were sent to the Young
Designer of the Year 2002 competition, organized
now for the eight-time in connection with the
Helsinki International Fashion Fair. Although the
Jury was pleased with the high quality of this year’s
entries, the winner was chosen unanimously.

The winning outfit, Akvavit, designed by Naoto
Niidome, 27, a student in the University of Art and
Design Helsinki, is a praise for the shell-suit, the
practical piece of active wear loved and hated by
the Finnish people! The work is spiced with Naoto’s
wry sense of humour, and the not-so-stylish suit has
been transformed into fresh, girlish, aesthetic pieces
of clothing. The outfit consists of a windproof
jacket, shirt and a skirt made of laminated polyes-
ter-fabric which are softered with the cotton fabric
of the lining.

The chairman of the jury, fashion editor Jaakko
Selin finds the work as materialization of all the
criteria needed in a good work ; aesthetics, innova-
tion, trends, knowledge in the materials, wearability
and commerciality. “The outfit isn't over-trendy,
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but definitely modern. Naoto’s work was completed
with a good philosophy and sense of mood. The
way that he keeps the whole collection in mind, not
just the sketches of the one outfit sent to the compe-
tition, was exceptional among the competitors.”

A student in two fields, of design :

The Helsinki-born Young Designer of the Year
spent the most of his childhood in Japan, the home
country of his father. The cultural influence of both
of the countries can be seen in his work, Finnish and
Japanese roots are combined into an exciting com-
bination of pure and simple form, function, origami
-styled solutions as well as changing materials and
techniques.

Having studied in the Department of Interior
Architecture and Furniture Design of the University
of Art and Design Helsinki since year 1996, he felt
the need to approach the hectic world of fashion and
started his studies in the Department of Fashion and
Textile Design year 1998. Many similarities
between these two fields of design can be found.

“Fashion and furniture design have many com-
mon elements such as in pattern-cutting or in the
way that a garment or a piece of furniture sur-
rounds and supports the body”, Naoto says. A clear-
vision of the relation between a garment and the
space surrounding it has been the source of inspir-
aiton for example in the designer’s fashion show-
installation in the Ike-lke popular culture-event
year 2001, as well as in his catwalk design-projects.
Surrounding moods and feelings as sources of inspi-
ration :

Naoto Niidome’s studies in fashion design have
included a variety of different projects in design for
both men and women. The collections have included
such experimental pieces as a shirt cut from silicone
and a woollen coat for men with an unusual tech-
nique of casting the material into a mould. The best
ideas are born from the surrounding moods and
feelings but important sources of inspiration have
also been the field trips made around the world, not
forgetting the influence of New York and St. Peter-
sburg as well as the life and works of such great
names in design as Alvar Aalto (1898-1979), Kaj
Franck (1911-1989) and Vuokko Nurmesniemi (1930

- )
*from ‘A man takes the win for the first time :
Naoto Niidome is the Young Designer of the Year
2002’, extracted from Press release of The Finnish
Fair Cooporation, Communications Office, written
by Ms. Ulla Perasto, 19 August 2002, including the
interview with Naoto Niidome
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Collection with exchange of Finland and Yamaguchi
T4y FEINOORmrLEEN 2V a v

Section 1 : Collection with Marimekko Fabrics, donated

from Marimekko Co. in Finland
) Avatt (T4 rF70F) BETIXIANERH R
2vZiar
1 : Personal Project 1 {EA{ESR 11IEHE
Tadamichi YAMAZAKI “impact of body line”
2 works
Textile “KORSI”, designed by FUJIWO ISHIMOTO
2 : Small articles Project as accessories 77t 1)
— -7y
WA R EREER EUEY
Rina YAMAGUCHI “Strawberry casquette”
Misato HOURALI “Strawberry bag”
Sarasa WATANABE “Cafe apron”
Textile “MANSIKKAVUORET”, designed by
MAIJA ISOLA
3 : Pockets’ Dream Project K& w b« F)—4 « 7o
vz7 b
FEAEITA KHEE RENISF EUH3E
Eri ISEDA Textile “KAIVO”, designed by
MAIJA ISOLA
Mai OHTA Textile
MAIJA ISOLA

“KIVET”, designed by

Kanako HAMASAKI Textile : “ALBATROSSI”,
designd by MAIJA ISOLA
Yumi WATANABE Textile “"ANANAS”,

designd by MAIJA ISOLA
4 : Personal Project 2 MEAAfE&R & 5&iE
Kai TAKABATAKE “Japanese mind” 2 works
Textile : “HEINA”, designed by MAIJA ISOLA
Textile : “PISARA”, designed by FUJIO ISHIMOTO
5 : NEO KIMONO Project #% «*%E€/ - 7no=7
I
IXBFHET REET MHERE
Yumiko MIZUTANI, Ryoko MATSUO, Yasutami
OKABE
“Neo Yukata with the strong stitches”
“Neo Furisode Kimono”
“Neo Kimono with the cotton beating, divided into
two parts”
Textile : “UNIKKO” ver. blue / red / green, designed
by MAIJA ISOLA

Section 2 : Collection of Guest Young Designer from

Finland
Naoto Niidome “VAKO” 4 works
T4YTRPLEDT RN FHAF -k b2
Vo yay ¥rEBEAN
* VAKOI 74 v v FET, HerBlLvwo72
Bk, 2V 27y a rofEicvy S o 0EEM A
HB DT, THOZEDTR. Fh, 745 VRT
37—V 7 v % Vakosametti & W\, FEDA -7z~
v F ke Bk

Reference :

History of Marimekko

In 1951, Armi Ratia joined the small oilcloth and textile
printing company Printex her husband had set up two
years earlier in Helsinki, Finland. Her first job was to
leave the oil out.

Armi asked some artist friends to apply their graphic
designs to cloth. Along with the check patterns came
colossal non-figurative shapes which, together with
their daring colours, completely revolutionised the tradi-
tions of textile printing.

Though people admired the new, unique fabrics, they did
not quite know how or where to use them. In order to
show how the fabrics could be used, it was decided to
make up a small collection of simply styled dresses.
These were still the grey post-war years of rationing
and clothes had to last but Armi wished to give them a
touch of beauty and joie de vivre.
http://www.marimekko.co.uk/index.htm

MAIJA ISOLA

Maija Isola started to work for Printex in 1949, for
Marimekko in 1951 and continued to design fabrics for
Marimekko until 1987. Many of the printed textile
designs people identify with Marimekko are by Maija
Isola, including the Unikko flower from 1964 which has
had a huge revival during the past few years and is now
regarded as something of a Marimekko trademark.
The Unikko design is even more popular now than in
1960s and is used for all sorts of products including
mobile telephone covers and television sets. Isola
designed hundreds of patterns and the archives are still
holding more of her vintage work. Maija Isola passed
away in 2001.

Ishimoto came to Finland from Japan in 1970 and has
lived there ever since. He first worked for the company
Decembre, set up by Ristomatti Ratia, son of Marimek-
ko’s founders Armi and Viljo Ratia.
http://www.marimekko.co.uk/index.htm
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FUJIWO ISHIMOTO :

Ishimoto switched over to Marimekko in 1974.

His highly personal work gave Marimekko a boost
during the 1970s and 1980s with more mature and
abstract designs than the playful 1960s styles which first
had made Marimekko famous. Inspired by traditional
Asian art and culture but also by Finnish traditions and
nature, Ishimoto has continued to reinvent himself.

In total, he has made over 300 designs for Marimekko.
Besides his work for Marimekko, he also creates unique
ceramic works and was recently the subject of a large
retrospective exhibition in Helsinki.
http://www.marimekko.co.uk/index.htm
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12. Naoto Niidome ‘Akvavit’ 744 > [ 13. Naoto Niidome ‘Akvavit’ 744 > & &KX
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14. Naoto Niidome ‘Akvavit’ 15, "W UXEHBE 77wy 3
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23. 24.

23. —24., Tadamichi YAMAZAKI “impact of body line”
Textile “KORSI”of Marimekko, designed by FUJIWO ISHIMOTO

25. Kai TAKABATAKE “Japanese mind” 26. Kai TAKABATAKE “Japanese mind”
Textile : “HEINA”, designed by MAIJA ISOLA Textile : “PISARA”, designed by FUJIO ISHIMOTO
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30.

29.

26, —29,
% F¥xE/ - 7vyY=27 b NEO KIMONO Project
KRAEBMET REET HEHBER
Yumiko MIZUTANI, Ryoko MATSUO, Yasutami OKABE
26 “Neo Yukata with the strong stitches” 27 “Neo Furisode Kimono”
28 + 29 “Neo Kimono with the cotton beating, divided into two parts” Front Back
Textile : “UNIKKO” ver. blue / red / green, designed by MAIJA ISOLA
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31. —32. Naoto Niidome “VAKO” at the Christmas
Fashion show in Yamaguchi
JVARRA 77y vavilBirsd
PrEEAo{ER [VAKO]
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