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Abstract

In the recent years, the standards of nursing skills that students need to acquire in nursing educational institute are delineate
by the Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and Technology and the Ministry of Welfare and Labor. This is because nursing
skills of new nurses are insufficient. But physical assessment skills do not appear in the above the standards. Therefore, many
instructors of nursing are exploring how and what to teach through trial and error. The purpose of this research was to obtaiﬁ
the data for improving teaching methods and selecting contents for the physical assessment course by clarify the practice rate
of physical examinations by nursing students in basic clinical practice. This rate was according to the necessity level judge by
instructors. As a result, the items of physical examination with the highest rates were as follows: “inspection of skin, head and
face,” “vital signs” and “general survey.” On the other hand, the items of physical examination with the lowest rates were as
follows: “examination of ROM (range of motion) and muscular strength” and “auscultation of bowel sounds and breath
sounds.” The results suggested that the importance of teaching physical examinations related to care skills and opportunities
for thinking about how to utilize physical assessment by using case studies and collaborating with other courses and labs.

Key words : basic clinical practice, physical examination, physical assessment sKills, nursing education




