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Executive Summary:

This article is a field note from fieldwork conducted in September 2023 on Sansei and new Issei of
Japanese descent belonging to the Nanka Yamaguchi Kenjinkai. It serves as a field study of Yamaguchi
Prefecture and Japanese immigrants. A is a Sansei of Japanese descent and born in the mainland United
States. B was born in Japan when his father, a returned Japanese American, went back to Japan. C is a
Peruvian Nikkei Sansei who immigrated to the United States after studying abroad.

Before the interview, we visited the Japanese American National Museum in Little Tokyo, an area known
as a Japanese neighborhood, with a volunteer daent guide, who was a Japanese immigrant. Having common
information about their experiences here, we conducted unstructured direct interviews. They discussed
their ancestors' immigration, the war, the concentration camps, the 442nd Regimental Combat Team (an all-
Japanese regiment), and their personal lives.

This paper attempts to highlight the immigrant reality of the Nanka Yamaguchi Kenjinkai on a personal
level by comparing historical facts with personal family stories.
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