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Reports

Quarter century process of Japanese teacher training course for Teaching Japanese as a
Foreign Language in the Faculty of Intercultural Studies in Yamaguchi Prefectural University

FURUBEPPU Hizuru

Japanese teacher training course for teaching Japanese as a foreign language in Yamaguchi Prefectural
University was instituted as one of the qualification licenses with the foundation of the Faculty of
Intercultural Studies in April, 1994.

Since our establishment we have sent more than 500 graduates out to society. I engaged in the teacher
training program as a chief for 28 years, and now, upon retiring in March of 2021, look back on more
than a quarter century of this work.

During these 28 years, we changed the curriculum three times to meet the needs of the times. 570
students participated in domestic training of the Teaching Japanese as a foreign language course, which
was the most important core subject. We conducted this course 26 times without fail. In terms of the
overseas training, 195 students were sent as trainees mainly to secondary schools. 125 overseas Japanese
assistants were sent to 23 organizations of eight countries, and this constituted the main characteristic
of the Japanese teacher training course in Yamaguchi Prefectural University. The reason why we
focused on the experience in foreign countries was that we expected our students to make much of the
relationship with the people and experience the enjoyment felt through teaching Japanese. As a result,
we hoped the people who come to understand Japan and Japanese culture would increase, and that they
will further help in building a peaceful world.

Finally, we showed there are many graduates, who are now Japanese specialists in The Japan
Foundation, Japanese lecturers in university or Japanese teachers in Japanese language schools, with all
playing an active role at home and abroad.

We also showed a variety of examples of career paths with Teaching Japanese as a Foreign Language

as one of their life choices.
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