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The Possibility of Blended E-learning Education in Graduate Program: The analysis of
follow up survey results on distant classes for prevention of the COVID-19 infection
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Abstract:

Due to the impact of COVID-19 during 2020, most universities were forced as a matter of urgency to switch
teaching delivery from face-to-face to online. However, already in autumn 2019-before the COVID-19 outbreak-
the Postgraduate Schools of Yamaguchi Prefectural University had decided to introduce blended learning based
on instructional design theories, with the objective of providing enhanced e-learning capacity within the existing
teaching models for postgraduate education. This project applied funding from YPU'’s internal research funds.
Thus, when all classes were moved to online delivery from April 2020 following the outbreak of COVID-19,
there was already some structure in place for the delivery. To evaluate the effectiveness of graduate school
teaching delivery in the post COVID-19 context, a web-based questionnaire was administered to students and
teachers in the Master’s program of the Graduate School of Intercultural Studies and the Master’s and Doctoral
programs of the Graduate School of Health and Welfare in Yamaguchi Prefectural University. The results of
the survey showed that postgraduate students did not express significant concerns about any negative impact
on their learning outcomes due to the switch to online delivery. Notably, 92% of adult or international student

respondents actually expressed a preference for online delivery to be continued in the future because of the
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additional flexibility which this mode of delivery gives in terms of location and choice of time for such people to
study. 75% of respondents from amongst faculty members also expressed satisfaction with the online delivery
format and expressed their willingness to continue with online classes in the future post-COVID period. These
survey results suggest that it will be important to focus on improving and developing the existing models of
online delivery, even in the post-COVID era. Development of existing models for structured design of classes
and online education management may become a priority, driven to a large extent by the expectations of
students who have now become accustomed to online learning as the new normal. Such development may need
to focus, especially at postgraduate school level, on a mode of blended learning which is based on a learner-

centered education paradigm.
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Distribution of Korean Books in Modern Times
-Focusing on the Relationship with Japan-

Due to the economic level of Korean society and the low literacy rate, the number of Korean books issued
was originally small, and a chronic shortage was a problem even in Korea. Therefore, after the opening of
the country, it was difficult for people in the West and Japan to obtain it. However, due to the opening of the
country and the collapse of the Joseon dynasty, the number of people who gave up old books increased, and

such old books were leaked overseas.





