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Abstract

The Current State and Upcoming Challenges of Language
Education Training at Yamaguchi Prefectural University

LIM Hyunjung, TANAKA Natsumi, NISHIDA Koichi, SWANSON Mark

Thanks to the majority of classes that do not focus on language, the Department of Inter-cultural
Studies curriculum lends itself well to language education training by being able to combine language
and education classes and promote the study of not only language but cultural backgrounds and
understanding. This article re-examines the role of teacher training in a department other than faculty
of education, and explores the department’s future direction of language education training. Specifically,
it gives an overview of the current state of English and Japanese language teacher training and the
required skills and qualifications that students must satisfy. It also discusses the current state of the
language education training curriculum and the upcoming challenges. Furthermore, it considers how
to reform the language education training curriculum in order to best maximize the academic and
professional benefits for students in the Department of Intercultural Studies who seek to become
teachers. Lastly, for the purpose of linking language education training with the broader department
curriculum, it proposes the use of a language education training course guidebook-portfolio tentatively
called “Career Path for English and Japanese Teachers.”

Keywords: language education training, skills and qualifications, career path for English and Japanese

teachers





