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Public Image of Terauchi Masatake and its Diffusion over Time:
Examining Issues related to the Terauchi Library Collection

WATANABE Shigeru

Terauchi Masatake served as Minister of the Army and Prime Minister of Japan, as well as the
Governor-General of Korea. He left a collection of literary works referred to as the Terauchi Library.
Since his death, there has been widespread speculation that this collection contained a large amount
of illegally obtained treasures and works of art. Ultimately, this has had a significant impact on
negotiations between nations and on commentaries on the subject in academic works. This paper
conducts a detailed examination of the process by which such speculation became widespread, seeking

to clarify the background and circumstances in which it arose.





