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Houtokukai during World War I

1ZAO Tomio

Graduate School of Intercultural Studies, Yamaguchi Prefectural University

The purpose of this article is to analyze reactions to World War I and democratic concepts by Houtokukai, a moral education
association in Japan.

The goal of Houtokukai was to realize the goals of “Kyouiku Chokugo” (The Imperial Manuscript on Education). Houtokukai
adjusted their concepts and strategies to the changes occurring in Japanese society. However, Houtokukai opposed democratic

concepts and movements because it believed that the right to sovereignty in Imperial Japan belonged to the Emperor alone.
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