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The Strengthening Privacy Act in Australian e-Health
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Abstract:

On November 26, 2018, the Australian Parliament passed the "My Health Records Amendment
(Strengthening Privacy) Bill 2018". This amends the 2012 My Health Record Act to strengthen the privacy
framework of the My Health Record which is the Australian National Patient Electronic Health Record
Database System. Specifically, it deprives system operators of the right to disclose health information in
the system to law enforcement agencies such as police and government agencies without a court order or
medical consent. If an individual opts out of the system, the system operator can order the administrator
of the repository system permanently deletes all personal information of the individual, including copies,
stored in the National Repositories Service. These amendments have been credited with responding to the
demands of the Australian community to utilize systems for stronger privacy protections and increased
security.
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