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A Study of Li Qi's Poems Representing High Tang Literati (Addendum)
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A Study of Li Qi's Poems Representing High Tang Literati (Addendum)

Yoshiharu KAWAGUCHI
(Chinese Literature)

Abstract

This article is an addendum to my articles “A Study of Li Qi's Poems Representing High Tang
Literati (part 1~4).”

This paper aims to investigate the reason why Li Qi Z5f#’s poems representing High Tang Literati
are so interesting. It considers the idea that the interest can be attributed to the contiguity of the
relationship between the primary text and the secondary text. In this case, the primary text refers to
the literati living at that time who are represented in Li Qi's poem, and the secondary text refers to Li
Qr's poems, which represent the literati. In addition, it is important to note that the secondary text (Li
Qi's poems) is verbalized in contiguity with the primary text (the literati).

This explanation may be difficult to understand, but an example can make it clear. Cheng Zhangfu
BiEH is a High Tang literatus about whom Li Qi and Gao Shi /& # composed poems. In these poems,
they described Cheng's erudition (Gao Shi composed “FHHiAF#E, and Li Qi composed “JfEHHysdE—#
£48"). Gao Shi's representation is comparatively abstract; on the other hand, Li Qi's is more figurative.
This paper calls the characteristic seen in Li Qi's poems the contiguity of the relationship between the
primary text and the secondary text.

However, there is one problem with the above consideration; that is, the primary text cannot be
fully verified in the present day, because it refers to a man living in the past who no longer exists. For
this reason, this paper uses another type of poem by Li Qi that is composed based on a narrative. A
narrative is a document, so it can be verified in the present day. This paper focuses on the poem that
describes the Jiaoren fi& A narrative. In this case, the primary text is the document, that is, the Jiaoren
narrative, and the secondary text is Li Qi's poem that represents Jiaoren. Through comparing the
poem with the document (the Jiaoren narrative), that characteristic —the contiguity of the relationship
between the primary text and the secondary text— is confirmed. This must be an example of
supporting evidence, suggesting that Li Qi's poems representing High Tang Literati exhibit the same

characteristic.





