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Sociological Consideration on the Legal Relationships between two Prevention Laws for
“Leprosy” and its Legal Influences to the Patients with Hansen Disease in Okinawa Society

Bun’ya NAKAMURA

In this paper, we consider some regal relationships between “Prevention Law for Leprosy at
1907 (Law1907) and “Leprosy Prevention Law” at 1931(Lawl1931). “Prevention Law for Leprosy”
(1907) was revised “Leprosy Prevention Law” at 1931. Both laws for Leprosy Prevention was
proclaimed with “the national regulations for the enforcement of Law for Leprosy Prevention”.
These series of Law was rearranged for the prefectual regulations “the detailed regulations for the
enforcement of leprosy prevention” and “the local regulative procedures for the enforcement of Law
for Leprosy Prevention” proclaimed by each prefectures.

In this paper, we try to trace those articles and clauses in order to clarify the some regal
relationships between Law 1907 and Law 1931, which means successions and revisionary differences
of both laws. Then, we consider some making processes of the list of Leprosy patient and some
legal structures of it. And then, we analyze some processes of the official report to each prefectural
governors from regional polices. It is different between Law 1907 and Law 1931 that contained those
articles and clauses of the legal way of procedure to patient’s accommodation into sanatoriums; in
Law 1907, it was possible to accommodate only a patient without protection, on the other hand, in
Law 1931 was to a patient who had been in medical dangeres to infectious. In other sides, both Laws
had been protected to the poor patient and their families, which had been a common feature.

Our considerations, however, do not refer to the main points of issue at the articles and clauses
of the prohibition related interpersonal employees and the supply for some livelihood protections,
because of the capacities of our paper’s volume. These important points at issue will consider on the
other papers.

Our considerations, finally, will clarify the problems on the relevance between two prevention laws

and the everyday life of the patients with Hansen disease at Okinawa prefecture in those days.
Key-world : Hansen's disease, “The Law of Leprosy Prevention” at 1907, “Leprosy Prevention Law”

at 1931, The national regulations for the enforcement of leprosy prevention, The detailed regulations

for the enforcement of leprosy prevention in Okinawa prefecture





