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A Study on the Concept of “ljiri” in Bullying Problems
—from the viewpoint of education for the prevention of bullying—

Yukiko OISHI
Eiji OISHI

Abstract:

In this study, we consider “ijjiri" as documented in the literature and this raises the following five
points for discussion. D“Ijiri” was originally an expression used in variety or comedy shows.
Children brought the expression to school and started to use it there. (@Children recognize that
actions which they would describe as “ijiri" are of a friendly nature. ®However, “ijiri’ can easily
escalate into bullying and the perception that “ijiri” is an expression of friendship means that it can
become a camouflage for bullying. @If a child becomes identified as being a “silly character” it can
be difficult to escape from being cast in that role, and if the situation continues, a child can be driven
to suicide. ®Doi (2008) has indicated that in the background to “ijiri" there is a relationship of
superficial friendliness which hates confrontation.

Based on these points for discussion, we consider education for the prevention of bullying in which
the primary focus is to redefine “ijiri”, and we propose that the topic of “ijiri" should be adopted as

an educational material in schools for developing sensitivity to human rights.

Keywords: “ijiri”, “silly character”, camouflage effect, education for the prevention of bullying,

sensitivity to human rights





