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The Current Status and Issues about Human Resource Development of Psychiatric Social Workers,
Focusing on Social Work Practice Required in Comprehensive Community Life Support

Masae MIYAZAKI

<Summary>

Twenty years have passed since the Psychiatric Social Workers Act was established in 1997, and a
national license known as psychiatric social worker came into being. Since then, psychiatric social
workers have increasing responsibilities and they are expected to play an active role in various
fields. In light of the country’s “comprehensive care system compatible with mental disorders,”
we are ttempting to clarify what is required in the human resource development of psychiatric
social workers—a profession that is academically based on social welfare studies—to achieve a
regionally inclusive society where someone with a mental disorder can live normally as a citizen.
We investigated community mental health and welfare activities based on social work performed
by psychiatric social workers. Through this process, we considered the role of human resource
development by observing the perspectives and functions of coordination and cooperation among
psychiatric social workers, who are a crucial part of structuring a system for comprehensive

community life support in the future.

Keywords: Psychiatric social workers, community-based social work practice, comprehensive

community life support system, coordination/cooperation, human resource development





