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Abstract

In this paper the discussion is focused on a difference and common point about university students’
perceptions of the elderly people between South Korea, Thailand, Singapore and Japan. The image of
the elderly is acquired from a questionnaire carried out in four countries on 2016 and 2018. Especially,
we verify the influence of a living together experience with grandparents and a caring experience for
grandparents on the generation of university students’ perceptions of the elderly.
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What is your impression of “elderly” people? For each pair
of words, tick (v') one column ((1), (2), (3), (4), or (5)) to
indicate the nature of the association you would make
between elderly people and either of each of the opposing
qualities shown in the list below.

(1)Strong  association ~ (2)Moderate  association

(3)Neither  (4)Moderate  association  (5)Strong

association

o @ 6 @ 6

Hesitant | 1 .1 ___lAssertive
not worthy of ! ' 'worthy of
respect v i __i_____wespect
inexperienced ! ‘Experienced
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What kind of people do you think of when you think of
elderly people? Please make a choice from the following
list. You may select as many choices as you feel are
appropriate. (Write the number of your choice(s)
here: )

(Dyour own grandparents (2)neighbors (3)elderly
people in dramas, in films, or in novels (4)people you
meet in hospitals or care-homes (5)people you meet
doing community activities (6)people you meet through
religion (7)elderly people in newspapers, on TV, in
magazines, or appearing in internet news reports
(8)people you meet through common interests (9)other
elderly people (please specify) ( ) (10)no-one
comes to mind
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Tick (v')the column that corresponds to your response
to the statements below.

(1)Completely agree (2)Partly agree (3)Neither
(4)Partly disagree (5)Completely disagree
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1 Generally speaking, I
help elderly people or I
try to help them

7 Generally speaking,
young people should take
care of elderly people
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In general, what do you think about how elderly people are
treated? Choose a response from (1) to (5) which reflects
your feelings.

(1)They are highly respected. (2)They are respected.
(3)They are not really respected. (4)They are not
respected at all. (5)I'm not sure.

Choice

By their family
By young people
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