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Behavior modifications of university students
in earthquake disaster prevention after the 2016 Kumamoto earthquakes
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Abstract

In this study, behavior modifications of university students after the 2016 Kumamoto earthquakes regarding
their awareness toward earthquake disaster prevention and possible contributory factors thereof were
investigated. A multiple-choice questionnaire was conducted on 330 students of Yamaguchi Prefectural
University, with valid responses of 173, 52.4% of them. The number of students who started to prepare for
earthquake and take disaster-prevention countermeasures in the wake of the Kumamoto earthquakes was
almost the same or less compared to the one of those who had been well prepared. The number of students who
kept taking no preparatory action toward earthquake disaster prevention reached approximately half of the
valid responses. The residential setting in which students live away from their families in the area neighboring
the university, their own or their close family members' experiences of disasters, and strong sense of fear at the
time of the earthquakes were regarded as possible positive factors for their behavior modifications. Meanwhile,
the Chugoku region as a native place was a possible negative factor that restrained their behavior modifications
to occur.
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