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Bereavement Support for Patients with a Terminal-Stage Cancer at Home and
Their Family Members: A Case Study of a Volunteer's Intervention
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Home care for cancer patients requires support for not only patients but also their family members. In
the case of terminal-stage cancer, there is a need of support for “bereavement” of both patients and their
families.

The present study examined a case where a family had denied bereavement of the patient but eventually
accepted the latter's death. It discusses the importance of “bereavement” support for both patients and
their families as well as the significance of volunteers  involvement.

As a result, the following points became clear. First, what led to acceptance the family’s initially negative
thoughts towards bereavement of the patient was the patient’s earnest attitude to live to the fullest as
mother and wife, despite the fact that the patient had to leave her husband and children behind. Secondly,
the volunteer support developed by sustaining the patient’s hope as the axis, and it served to facilitate the
process of the family’'s accepting the bereavement.

Finally, what facilitated the family’s satisfaction with the nursing care at home was the trusting
relationship built between the family and the patient as well as between the family and the volunteer.
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