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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to identify the factors associated with awareness of natural disasters and actions
for disaster prevention among the residents in Yamaguchi Prefecture. A self-administered questionnaire survey
was conducted on 249 subjects. High level of concern for disasters was associated with advancing age, frequent
participation in community activities, and experience of disasters. High level of knowledge and readiness for
disasters was associated with advancing age, frequent participation in community activities, and that in events
of disaster preparedness. Our findings suggested that it is important to enhance community relations and the
role played by the elderly in order to promote awareness of disasters and actions for disaster prevention.
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