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Recognizing the Life History of Elderly People:
A Case Study of Japanese Community with many Korean Residents Part 1
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Abstract :

This paper used a case study of Japanese community with many Korean residents to consider the significance
of recording the memories of elderly people. The research was conducted by interviewing key people who have
promoted activities to connect the life history of elderly Korean residents with the history of their community
and by an examination of relevant documents. Many elderly Korean residents in Japan have trouble preparing
for their old age and a significant gap exists in terms of cultural values between them and younger generations.
Local communities have therefore adopted the role of providing elderly Korean residents with a place to belong
and have emphasized activities to place the life history of Korean residents within the context of the history of
the community. This paper confirms that current activities which make a connection between the life history
of elderly Korean residents and the history of the community can also be applied to younger generations and
the aging of all foreign residents in Japan.
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