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The part of Japanese history most fraught with
personal interest for Europeans is the period, almost
amounting to a century, which commenced with the
discovery of the country by the Portuguese in 1542
and ended with their final expulsion in the year 1640.
During this time an active commerce sprung up between
Japan and the foremost of European states, which was
the cause of the Japanese themselves becoming more
enterprising in their foreign relations than at any previous
epoch, and which also favoured in an eminent degree
the introduction of Christianity. It must be a matter of
profound regret to every one who is interested in the
welfare of Japan, that the conversion of the inhabitants to
the religion of Europe encountered such powerful hostile
..

We know the story from the side of the missionaries,

influences ;
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variously interpreted by prejudiced adherents and
enemies, but the Japanese tale has still to be told and
impartially explained. It is of prime importance that we
should become acquainted with the Japanese history
of that period so far as it bears upon the rise and fall of
Christianity, and in doing so we may perhaps learn some
lessons that will be of use to us even at the present day ;
[..].

Putting aside Kiushiu for the present, though it
ought properly to be treated first, I propose to sketch
as briefly as possible, and omitting all names except
those of the principal persons, the vicissitudes that befel
the Church at Yamaguchi and the Japanese persons of
influence in that part of the country during the first period
of the progress of Christianity in Japan. The history
of the general persecution has been so well narrated
by M. Léon Pages from the European sources, that its
illustration from Japanese records will be comparatively
easy when any one finds leisure to undertake the task.
My authorities have been principally the letters of the
missionaries on the one hand, in Latin and Italian
translation, and for the Japanese part of the subject such
works by native annalists as are easy of access and
generally accepted as trustworthy.

In looking over a copy an old book entitled “Rerum
a Societate Jesu in Oriente gestarum volumen,” printed at
Cologne in 1574 “apud Geruinum Calenium et haeredes
Iohannis Quentel,” I lighted upon a curious transcript,
or supposed facsimile of what purports to be a copy of a
Japanese grant made in 1552 to the Jesuit missionaries at
Yamaguchi in Suhau of a monastery or Buddhist Temple.
An interlinear Latin version is given, but as it does not
exactly convey the meaning of the original document,
and the latter itself is not easy to decipher, I have thought
that it might be worth while to make a correct translation
and also to reproduce in a legible form the text of this old
and undoubtedly genuine document.

The mission at Yamaguchi was originally founded
by St. Francis Xavier, whose first letter from there is
dated on the 20th November 1550, and addressed to the
Society of Jesus at Goa. He relates therein that after
passing a year at Kagoshima, where he had arrived on the
15th August, 1549, making more than a hundred converts

with the aid of Brother Paul (a converted Japanese who

had been instructed in the Christian faith at the College of
St. Paul in Goa), and studying the language, he left that
city about the beginning of July, 1550, and proceeded to
Hirado, then ruled by a prince named Matsura Takanobu.
Here he and his companions made nearly a hundred more
converts in a few days. Leaving Cosmo Torrez to take
charge of the neophytes, he went on to Yamaguchi, with
Joam Fernandez, a layman, but meeting there with very
little success, he judged it better to continue his journey
to the capital. But on arriving there, he found the city full
of armed men, and in a state bordering on anarchy, which
did not appear likely to favour his attempts to make
proselytes, and the two missionaries therefore retraced
their steps to Yamaguchi.

Xavier says that on returning to Yamaguchi he
presented letters of credence and presents from the
Portuguese Viceroy of India and the Bishop of Goa.
Among these presents were a clock and a harpsichord,
which though of little value, were highly appreciated by
the King, as nothing of the kind had ever before been
seen in his province. A considerable sum of money in
silver and gold was offered in return for the presents,
but Xavier declined to receive it, and begged instead
for permission to preach Christianity, which was readily
granted. A proclamation was published, declaring that
the King approved of the introduction of the new religion,
and granting to the people perfect liberty to embrace
it, and an empty Buddhist monastery was assigned to
the missionaries as a residence. Their operations were
attended with great success. Five hundred converts were
made in a couple of months, and further adhesion were
being received every day at the time when Xavier wrote.
We find him still at Yamaguchi on the 1st September,
1551, where he was joined by Cosmo Torrez about
the 10th of that month, and leaving Torrez and Joam
Fernandez in charge, he started shortly afterwards for
Bungo, whither he had been invited by the ruler Ohtomo
Yoshishige.
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Dux Regni de Zuo, Regni Nangati, Regni Bugen,
Chicugen caqui, Regni Iuami, Regni Bungi, Regni
Bichiyi, concessit Day i. magnum dogie i. aditum coeli
patribus Occidentis qui venerunt ad declarandum legem
faciendi sanctos iuxta ipsorum voluntatem ad finem
vsq: mundi. is est locus positus intra Amangutium
magnam vrbem, cum preuilegiis vt nemo possit occidi
nec apprehendi in illo. Atque vt sit testatum meis
successoribus do illis hoc diploma, vt nullo tempore
eos deturbent ex hac possessione. Regni de Teybum,
anno 21 ipsius octaui mensis vigesimo octauo die.

SVBSCRIPTIO
Dvx Daidiqui bozat

Forma sigilli

(4 b7 DO HAFEOF LA S DHR)

With respect to Daidauzhi (i.e. monastery of the
great way) in Yamaguchi Agata, Yoshiki department,
province of Suhau. This deed witnesses that I have
given permission to the priests who have come to this
country from the western regions, in accordance with
their request and desire that they may found and erect
a monastery and house in order to develop the law of
Buddha.

28th day of the 8th month of the
21st year of Tefibuil

Suhau no suke.

August Seal.
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For eighteen years after the flight of Torrez from
Yamaguchi, the Christians in that place were left
without any resident priest to maintain them in
the orthodox practice of their religion. A letter of
Francesco Carrion of the year 1579 says that “there
were two churches, one in the town of Yamaguchi
itself, and another not far off, with 500 Christians,
who had been deprived of the ministrations either of
priests or lay-brothers, during a period of twenty-four
or twenty-five years, with the exception of a passing
visit from father Cabral, some five years before the
date of the letter. He remained with them a few days,
confessing them and animating them to perseverance,
and he also baptized a few new converts. Of the
older converts, many had been by Xavier, and others
shortly afterwards by Torrez. Since the death of the
younger brother of the King of Bungo, the tyrants
who ruled over the province had refused to allow
any missionaries to reside there, but nevertheless, the
Christians had not only adhered to their religion, but
had even multiplied, bringing up their children in the
same belief.”

The tyrants here alluded to are Motonari
and his two sons Takakage, given in adoption to
the house of Kobayakaha, and Motoharu, who
succeeded to the headship of the Kitsukaha family.
Having successively got rid of Harukata and his
puppet-king, Motonari proceeded to make himself
possessor of all the dominions of the Ohochi, with
the exception of Chikuzen and Buzen, which after
some fighting remained in the hands of the Ohotomo
and their vassals. He still continued to claim them as
his own, and in the meantime made up for this loss
by his acquisitions in the east and north, by which
Bitsuchiu, Idzumo, Thami, Hauki, Mimasaki, Bingo,
Bizen and Inaba were added to the three provinces
of which he had previously made himself master,
thus bringing the number of provinces over which he
actually exercised or claimed authority up to thirteen.
His eldest son, Takamoto, having died in 1563,
shortly after his unsuccessful campaign in Buzen,
he divided all his dominions between his two other

sons, Motoharu and Takakage, giving the provinces
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of the Sanindau, or north coast, to the former, and
those of the Sanyaudau bordering on the Inland Sea
to the latter, while to himself he reserved a voice in
the general direction of war and diplomacy. In 1569
Motoharu and Takakage again invaded Kiushiu, and
took the castle of Tachibana in Chikuzen, from which
the 'king' of Bungo in vain endeavoured to expel
them. It was during this war that Ohochi Teruhiro was
sent to invade Suhau and Nagato, so as to cut off the
enemy's supplies of men and provisions, and it was
owing to the absence of nearly all the Mouri troops in
Kiushu that he was at first so successful, and was able
to capture Yamaguchi. Finding himself in danger of
losing his own dominions, in the attempt to conquer
those of others, Motonari recalled his sons to expel the
invader. Two years later he died, at the advanced age
of seventy-five, having maintained his faculties to the

last almost undiminished.
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There is little more to add concerning the
fortunes of the church at Yamaguchi. After the
reddmission of the Jesuits to the dominions of the
Mouri in 1586 it flourished exceedingly, but from the
time when Christianity was proscribed by Hideyoshi,
and the missionaries were all ordered to withdraw from
Japan, it became involved in the general persecution,
and its subsequent history, not being affected by the
disposition of the ruler Yamaguchi, ceases to derive
any light from a study of the internal political affaires

of the Japanese people.

(HAGEN)
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Attempts to Build Regional and Global Viewpoints in the '""Basic Studies Seminar II" —
Ernest Satow’s Focus on the Sengoku (Warring State period) Yamaguchi and the Rise and
Fall of Christianity

Hizuru Furubeppu

The purpose of this report is to rediscover the connection between the Yamaguchi region and the history of the world
through the activities of "Basic Studies Seminar II".

We attempted to translate English papers written 140 years ago by Ernest Satow who was a British diplomat in
the Meiji Restoration. The papers concerned the rise and fall of exchanges between Christian missionaries such as
Francisco Xavier and the Yamaguchi clans of the Sengoku period in the latter half of the 16th century. Furthermore,
through this interpretation, we made the a people correlation diagram with pictures.

Through this research, we discovered that Yamaguchi played an important role in the propagation of Christianity in
Japan at the time and that Yamaguchi was connected with the world. We became more interest and began to think about
the connection of various things to Yamaguchi. Furthermore, we became interested in finding out more in the future

about the undiscovered value of Yamaguchi.

—175—





