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Sociological Reflection on Some Realities and Risks to Accommodate the Patients with
Hansen’s Disease from Amami and Okinawa Islands

Bun’ya NAKAMURA

At 25 November 1935, Fumio Hayashi who was the first president of national leprosarium
“Hoshizuka-Kei aien” departed for Amami-Ohshima and Okinawa Islands with his four stuffs. Their
purpose of departure was planed to accommodate the peoples with Hansen’s disease at these islands
for Kei aien at Kagoshima prefectural. To actualize their accommodation, there is the danger that go
across the route for Amami-Oshima at stomy season. And at all seasons, there is a danger-path for
any ships going across to Tohshima (the Sea of Shicitoh) between Amami-Ohshima and Yakushima
Islands. They accommodated the poor and serious patients with Hansen's disease. In all of them,
129 patients went across to the Sea of Shichitoh from Okinawa and 116 from Amami, overtaking by
the very hard storm. In this paper, as tracing some preparatory processes of accommodation, we
consider on some risks to the serious patients with Hansen's disease from the detached islands in
the out-of-the-way place and the far-off-sea by small ship.

Our conclusion is follow; first, to accommodate the peoples with Hansen'’s disease from the detached
islands is possible to actualize the construction of social networks between not only patients with
Hansen's disease and stuffs of leprosarium but also local community (center) ; second though the
accommodation at remote place through far-way transfer by small ship had some difficulties and

risks, it is possible to accommodate a patient who is helpless and social isolation.
Key-word: the Society “Okinawa Mission to Lepers” , Hoshizuka-Kei'aien, “SEIZA" , Fumio

HAYASH]I, Einosuke SHIONUMA, the Sea of Shichitoh, Danjiro HATTORI, Koniya, Amami-Ohshima

Island, Okinawa Island





