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A Research Practice in a Normative Integrating Process in Community-Based Integrated
Care System Construction in a Semi-mountainous Area
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Abstract

We investigated issue of community-based integrated care system construction in a semi-mountainous area
in Yamaguchi Prefecture in cooperation with researchers and professionals. Also, we examined the possibility
of research practice involving normative integration in that construction. Research practice was carried out
from first step through the fifth step of the process. In this article, we discuss about research practice the first
three steps. It was valid that researcher involved in horizontal and vertical normative integration as evaluators
in an equal partnership. A set of research practices can be regarded as action research or community based
participatory research.

On the other hand, the issues of community based integrated care system construction of semi-mountainous
areas are the following: 1) It is important that mutual aid is valid in its construction; 2) Community care
conference is a very important place and opportunity to promote normative integration at the micro level
Community care conference itself was process of horizontal and vertical normative integrating; 3) Function of
community care conference is aggregating information in the community, developing and supporting human
resources in community, normative integrating and forming “toujishasei” addition to five functions that the
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare has explained.
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