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What are the Educational Effects of Short-Term Internships? :
Analyses of Conscious Survey of Participants
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Abstract

This article examines the educational effects of short-term off campus internships by university students.
Since around 2000, internships have been promoted as one of the learning activities related to career
development in university students. Nevertheless, discussions about the educational effects of internships
have not been fully developed. Therefore, in this research project, a set of attitude surveys (pre- and post-
activity) were conducted to gain a foothold on the evaluation of educational effects of internships. Students
provided free descriptions about 6 set topics. We analyzed these data using text mining approach and
correspondence analysis.

Findings from the analyses are: 1) Students can develop attitudes that integrate their learning activities,
occupational lives, and themselves through the short-term internship. 2) students can deconstruct their
simple stereotypes about work competencies and they can diversify and reconstruct such cognition through
short-term internships. 3) students can develop a more active and assertive approach to practical learning
on and off campus through short-term internships.
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