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Fostering the Responsibility in Learning: Towards Active
Learning Classrooms
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Fostering responsibility in learning is the key for changing attitudes of both students and teachers. In
this study, a class for liberal arts delivered to a large audience is the focus, and the discussion centers on
how to make the class active. The researcher joined the EMLP (Educational Management and Leadership
Program) for Higher Education Innovation at Tohoku University from August 2013 to March 2015, where
successful models for active learning in Japan and Canada were introduced. While the researcher is
currently involved in classroom management of an active learning studio specifically designed with various
ICT tools in a so-called ‘future school  style, other classes which utilize classical facilities and styles of
classroom management must be considered. These latter courses are challenging, as the class size tends
to be large; considering how to make a large class active is important in order to change the quality of
learning in learners as a whole at the university level.
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