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Sociological Reflection on the Relationships between the Organizing
“Mission to Lepers” in Okinawa and the Interest of Keisai AOKI

Bun'va NAKAMURA

In this paper, we consider on the organizing “Mission to Lepers” in Okinawa( “Okinawa MTL" )
from a view point of social history.

After the strategic occupation at U’fu-doh-baru 1933.12, AOKI had forced to economic crisis.
Those who returned to the leper’'s Camp in Yabu, were about forty. Some of them came back to the
beggars, the other of them decided to get across at the leprosarium in Miyako Island. Some beggars
who gone back to Yabu Camp from Naha City, told about Takeo HANASHIRO who was the minister
of “Salvation Japan.” HANASHIRO, they said, was very kindly to lepers. Taking an interest in his
work, AOKI gone for Naha City to meet with him.

HANASHIRO and AOKI discussed on the problem of lepers eagerly, several times in his residence
at Naha. Both agreed with the fellow plan. Aoki’'s tasks was to take refuge about 40 lepers in Naha
city by the structural expanding Yabu Camp, HANASHIRO s was to begin a drive to raise fund for
Lepers. However HANASHIRO failed to his tasks. AOKI, therefor, embarrassed with their cost of
living.

AOKI visited to Danjiroh HATTORI who was the minister of “ United Church of Christ in
Japan” and had lived near Yabu Camp. HATTORI had forced to economic crisis too, because of he
exchanged his missionary tasks from the works on church in NAHA to the works for large number
of lepers lived in churchless city of NAGO. HATTORI had decided to organize for a missionary
group in Okinawa. The missionary meeting for the protestant minister took places at church in
Shyuri 1953.5.13, then “Mission to Lepers” in Okinawa( “Okinawa MTL" ) was inaugurated.

Key worlds; “Mission to Lepers” in Okinawa (Okinawa MTL), Keisai AOKI, Danjiro HATTOR],
Takeo HANASHIRO,
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