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Creating a Textbook for Presentations in Foreign Languages, “+ a”,

and Activating Foreign Language Student-Oriented Study Groups

- Foreign Language Program at Yamaguchi Prefectural University
Aiming to Cultivate High Level Foreign Language Proficiency-

KIM, Hyeweon MORIHARA, Aya

Since 2012, the Faculty of Intercultural Studies at Yamaguchi Prefectural University has been
implementing “The Project for Promotion of Global Human Resource Development” , a project funded
by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. The ideal Global Human Resource
we are cultivating is “Inter-local Human Resource” who is able to link people and communities world-
wide to solve the challenges they face. In order to develop “Inter-local Human Resource” , the Faculty of
Intercultural Studies has developed an education system with four main features, 1) “YPU at Home and
Abroad Program” , 2) “Four-Skills + a” , 3) “Initial Professional Development-IPD Point System” , and
4) “YPU Future Consortium” . In addition, we will reinforce the education program even more with the
new curriculum in the next academic year.

This paper describes one of the main features above, the foreign language education program in the
Faculty of Intercultural Studies at Yamaguchi Prefectural University and the progress for the 2014
academic year.

The foreign language program aims to develop “Four-Skills + a " which means acquiring not only
four skills, speaking, listening, writing and reading, but also communication skills including presentation
skills to express own opinions as “+ a " . In addition to “Four-Skills + a " , the students’ autonomy
learning and independent study are considered as an important factor for our foreign language learning.
For the 2013 academic year, the foreign language program has focused more on the equipment and the
environment; for example, establishing the YPU' s common foreign language standard that fits in all
foreign language curriculums, English, Korean and Chinese, and improving the learning environment by
incorporating CALL into foreign language classes with the usage of LMS and e-learning materials.

For the 2014 academic year, the foreign language program puts more importance on ‘learners’ ;
fostering student learning leaders called “Learning Supporters” , activating students-oriented study
groups, and creating a textbook for preparing presentations in foreign languages. It will also report
the overall progress on the foreign language program at YPU and the current usage and the future
consideration of CALL, LaLabo.



