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Prime Minister Sato s Visit on Okinawa as a Media Event:

— Operation Friendship and its Effects —

Hideko Yoshimoto

Associate Professor, Yamaguchi Prefectural University

Abstract:

This paper regarded 1965 Prime Minister Sato s visit on Okinawa as a media event and examined the
USCAR' s public relation campaign “Operation Friendship:” how U.S. prepared for the Japanese prime
minister’ s visit in Washington, Tokyo, and Okinawa; and what effects the media event had. It did not
necessarily present a favorable image of U.S-Japan friendship as originally planned but had certain internal

effects on U.S. bureaucracy as it became news in the United States, framing what Okinawa problem is

among U.S. political elites and decision makers.
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