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Planning and Implementation of Projects Utilizing Sumac
Wax in Tabuse-cho, Yamaguchi Prefecture

KOHASHI Keisuke

This study focuses on sumac wax which has been utilized, although more commonly in the past, mainly
in Kyushu, Chugoku and Shikoku regions of Japan, and discusses its history and cultural background.
Especially, the relation between local residents and sumac wax in Tabuse-cho, Yamaguchi Prefecture is
discussed and, capturing the challenges from the viewpoint of “design,” the study attempts to enhance
hometown consciousness and to implement projects which are formulated with the awareness of the
involvement between people, resources and local communities. Activities concerning the term “design”
used in this research do not relate to drawing designs or creating products, rather, they are regarded
here as activities that relate to our lives and the entire society, exhibit creativity and imagination for

solving problems, and influence various relations.
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