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Abstract

Aiming to Cultivate High Level Foreign Language and Intercultural Communication Skills,
“Four-Skills + a”
-Foreign Language Education Program in the Faculty of Intercultural Studies
at Yamaguchi Prefectural University-

LIM, Hyunjung MORIHARA, Aya

In 2012, the Faculty of Intercultural Studies at
Yamaguchi Prefectural University was selected
for a funded project, “The Project for Promotion
of Global Human Resource Development” by
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology. Our ideal Global Human
Resource is “Inter-local Human Resource” who is
able to link people and communities world-wide to
solve the challenges they face. In order to develop
“Inter-local Human Resource”, Yamaguchi
Prefectural University has created four main
features, 1) “YPU at Home and Abroad Program”,
2) “Four-Skills + a ", 3) “Initial Professional
Development-IPD Point System”, and 4) “YPU
Future Consortium”.

This paper introduces, one of the main features
above, the foreign language education program in
the Faculty of Intercultural Studies at Yamaguchi
Prefectural University, which aims to develop
high level foreign language proficiency and
intercultural communication skills, “Four-Skills
+ a”. It will also report on the progress in the
usage and effectiveness of CALL and Blended
e-learning in the Korean and English classes.
From the surveys answered by the students who
are in those classes, 70% of students have positive
feelings about CALL and Blended e-learning.

The surveys were conducted two times, at the
beginning and in the middle of the term, and will
be conducted at the end of the term. For the
further research, the results of three surveys will
be analyzed to find out students’ perspectives
about CALL and Blended e-learning and how they

have changed over the term.

Reflecting the experience of incorporating
CALL into our foreign language classes for
approximately one academic year, there are two
considerations for the future. First, it is essential
to create our own learning materials in order to
improve students’ higher level foreign language
proficiency and intercultural communication
skills, “Four-Skills + a ", because there are not
appropriate learning materials. Second, since the
university has only one CALL classroom, when
one class is held in the CALL classroom, other
classes need to be in the regular classrooms and
students are not able to use the CALL system for
their assignments and self-learnings. In order to
solve this problem, for the next academic year,
more classes will include Blended e-learning
systems not only in the CALL classroom, but
also in the regular classrooms by using mobile
tools, such as iPads. In addition, exploring and
using LMS (Learning Management System) more
effectively to exchange information between
teachers and students is necessary to support
students’ self-learnings.

For the next academic year, we would like to
continue to investigate the practical and effective
way to use Blended e-learning system not only
in the CALL Classroom but also in the regular
classrooms, and start developing our own learning

materials.
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