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Ideal Welfare Services that Provide Early Support for Children with Developmental
Disabilities: Focusing on Before and After the Diagnosis

Kumi FUJITA

In order to assess the way welfare services should be in providing early supports for developmental
disabilities, this study reviews services that daycare facilities for disabled children arrange for children
and families before and after the diagnosis of developmental disabilities, the issues in providing such
services, and clarifies the societal roles and challenges that the child welfare services have in this area.

Daycare services for disabled children, which can be utilized before a diagnosis of developmental
disability, have the function of providing developmental support for children as well as support for
families, playing an important role in the early support system for developmental disabilities. However,
there are cases where welfare services cannot be utilized immediately after noticing or realizing the
disability due to a facility's limited quota or a family's situation. Therefore, it is necessary to establish
a counseling support system that can be used until they receive some type of services. In particular,
enhancing the cooperation with other organizations in health care, medical and nursing, as well as
cultivating new services through such cooperation is urgently required. In addition, conducting regular
assessments of disability characteristics and developmental state, along with establishing capabilities
to assist families in struggle and conflict through consultation are needed for those children diagnosed
with autism, Asperger's Syndrome, and ADHD after they have begun receiving services. In order to
provide rehabilitation supports tailored to the conditions of each child's development and disabilities,
daycare facilities for disabled children assess issues and needs that the family faces in life at home
or in community, organize the information with the assessment on the child's development, create an
individualized assist plan, and implement services that help achieve support goals. Our future task is
to consider specific approaches to enhance support for families parallel to developmental support for
children while using those processes of support service planning, implementation, and evaluation based

on the understanding of each user as found in welfare services.

Key words;Children with developmental disabilities; early support; before and after diagnosis; welfare

services



