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The Necessity of Allocating School Social Workers to Special-Needs Schools
: Social Work as Support for the Education of Physically and Mentally Handicapped
Children

Mitsunori UCHIDA

In fiscal 2008, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology implemented the
Project for Utilizing School Social Workers, as a result of which there were 944 school social workers
working nationwide. However, in fiscal 2009, as the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology cut the amount of costs they pay by one third, the number of school social workers decreased
to 560. While this was a project that was introduced as a matter of necessity at schools, the fact that it was
initiated without stipulating the nature of the work involved, the facilities at which social workers would
be allocated, the eligibility requirements or working conditions caused a number of problems. In view
of these circumstances, it is desirable that school social workers be allocated to special-needs schools as
specialist members of staff. The nature of their work will involve constructing networks in local areas
and liaising with a range of different specialist facilities that require expertise other than education.
The eligibility requirements will be for certified social workers or mental health welfare professionals,
with a requirement for guarantees of their qualities as social workers. In addition, by designating the
facilities to which these social workers are allocated as special-needs schools, it will become possible
to deploy special-needs education coordinators and teachers along with team approaches. Furthermore,
by making the positions for full-time employees, it will be possible to promote support for the education
of physically and mentally handicapped children from mid- and long-term perspectives in addition to
support for resolving current issues. Constructing this kind of support system will lead to the realization
of comprehensive and ongoing support aimed at life in society that includes employment following

graduation, from support prior to children entering school through to school-age education.

Key words;The education of physically and mentally handicapped children, Special-needs education

coordinators, School Social Workers






