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Costume in the Art Project Getting Ideas from Cultural Assets of Yamaguchi Area
— Costume of The Blue Lord Project —

Matsuo, Ryoko

‘The Blue Lord Project ’ is an art project of Soukei Matsuo who lives in Yamaguchi-City, Japan. In this project, started in
2001, the Five-story Pagoda, Rurikoji Temple, is lighted up in lapis lazuli color. ‘Ruriko’ means the blue light of lapis lazuli. I
was in charge of making the costume for the blue lord in the first project, and have been a project staff since then. The purpose
of this study is to examine the meaning of costume in ‘The Blue Lord Project for the past eleven years.

The artist who dresses in blue, acts as the Blue Lord in the project. Its costume design is based on Noushi, the contemporary
garment symbolizing the status of lord. The material of the costume is blue organdy overlapped on silver taffeta. It gives the
dress a sense of solidness and lightness, and pulls out the historical figure, the blue lord, from the specific historical era, attiring
him with an everlasting air. Totally dresses in blue, the artist's face, arms, and hands are all painted in blue. Consequently, he
becomes a blue radiating figure, and transfigures to‘the lord in phantom’that is the entity of the lighted-up Five-story Pagoda. It
can be concluded that the costume in ‘The Blue Lord Project plays the role of the device for transfiguration of a real historical

human body into a certain virtual existence by art.
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