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On making sense of the strategy for “Another Arashiyama-Affare” and “Ufudobaru
Occupation” : Keisai AOKI and “Fighting Lepers” in 1930’ s Okinawa

Bun’ya NAKAMURA

In this paper, we consider on the social construction of strategy for “Another Arashiyama-Affare” and
“U’fudobaru Occupation”. Through our consideration, it is clarified positively the social relationship between
Keisai AOKI and the refugee “lepers” who was alienated from their communities in 1930’s Okinawa. AOKI was
born in Tokushima Prefecture at 1894; he was caught the “leprosy” at seventeen years old, then went to Shikoku
Pilgrimage three times. As in the half way of his third Pilgrimage, he injured his foots deeply, then he decided to
entrance O-shima Seisyouen where was the sanatoriums for “leprocy” at 1915. He suddenly decided to remove for
Kaishun Hospital in Kumamoto city 1923. He gave a mission to “lepers” in Okinawa by Hanna Ridell who was
director of this Hospital. After his arrival in Naha 1928, he stayed at Kusibaru Asile until 1930, then at Yabu 1935.

His life in Yabu Asile was a comfortable and became the safe ground for his mission to “Lepers”. But, in this
period, Okinawa Prefecture had been failed to construct a sanatorium for “lepers” in many times. Because of these
failures, AOKI projected to occupy U’fudobaru in Yagachi-Island where now is the parts of “Okinawa Airakuen”.
In this period, its peace of ground possessed by AOKI. It is only “Okinawa Airakuen” in Japan that the one of
“lepers” Aoki constructed a sanatorium for many Okinawan “Lepers”.

The purpose of his projection directed to the bringing about a new step for the construction of sanatorium
from Okinawa Prefecture. In December 1933, his project was accomplished.

In this paper, we trace the social construction his projection from view of the hermeneutic collation between
his biography “Erabareta Shima” and his some letters for Hakaru Miyagawa who was the one of his supporters. In
chapter 1, we will trace some social interests for “lepers” in 1930’s Okinawa. In the following chapter 2, we will
consider on the making sense of Aoki’s strategy for the “U’fudobaru occupation”.

Our consideration is following: first, his strategy was steemed from the “self-isolation” from Sumuide
community by Hei’ei OHSHIRO who was the one of collaborators for buying the estates of U’fudobaru; second it
is seems that in fact many collaborators was necessary to occupy in his strategy, the members who took part in this
occupation were all of the alienated lepers from Okinawan communities, and the some of them were the members
of <the another society on the outsides of Okinawan communities> that had been constituted by AOKI in the
process of his mission to “Lepers” in Okinawa.

Key-words: Keisai AOKI, “Leprosy” in 1930s’ Okinawa, “Lepers” in Okinawa, Mission to the “Leper”
(MTL), Okinawa Airakuen.



