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The Practice of Social Work to Prevent Elderly Persons Requiring Assistance from Re-offending
: From the Approaches of the Yamaguchi Prefecture Regional Lifestyle Support Centers :

Mitsunori UCHIDA

After the number of known criminal offences in Japan reached a post-war record in 2002, despite the
improvement from a steady brake on the increasing trend of crime due to the efforts put forward in restoring social
order, trends among the elderly and repeat offenders within the current Japanese crime situation present a crucial
challenge in achieving a true restoration of the social order.

The Ministry of Justice and the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare presented a pattern that in the past, a
number of people who needed welfare support had not been in receipt regardless of the difficulties that old-age and
physical disabilities presented to leading an independent life. In response, from 2009 the ministries launched
regional lifestyle support projects to assist persons in need of welfare support in order to coordinate their smooth
rehabilitation into society. 38 regional lifestyle support centres had been established by December 1% 2010 to
manage this project, and in the Yamaguchi prefecture, this responsibility was entrusted by the Yamaguchi
Prefecture Social Welfare Council.

The Yamaguchi prefecture provided an explanation of this project to the prefectural welfare office and sought
an understanding so as to facilitate a smooth cooperation with the regional lifestyle support centre. As a result, a
collaborative framework on welfare benefit applications and social welfare facilities is currently being forged
between the welfare office and the regional lifestyle support centre.

Also, while one of Yamaguchi Prefecture’s unique approaches has been the establishment of the Welfare
Services Coordination & Planning Committee, this is not obligatory to the project, but is very effective for drawing
up plans to support those requiring welfare services that are eligible for special adjustment. Also, in addition to
forging a collaborative framework with the welfare office, it will without a doubt provide a reference for project
management within other prefectures.

The data from the white paper on crime (2007-2009 Edition) shows the increasing trend in the number of
elderly offenders as well as the increasing difficulties involved with the improvement and rehabilitation that
accompanies the re-offending. This indicates that the role of regional lifestyle support centres is large in
coordinating relationships so that every related institution can sufficiently fulfil its function towards elderly and

disabled persons who require lifestyle assistance after their release.

Key Words prevention of re-offending, special adjustment,

the Welfare Services Coordination & Planning Committee






