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Sociological Consideration on the “Asile” for “Lepers” in Okinawa at 1930-1932

: Social Meaning of the Shifting Camp into Yabu and of the “Leprous Refuge”
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Sociological Consideration on the “Asile” for “Lepers” in Okinawa at 1930-1932
:Social Meaning of the Shifting Camp into Yabu and of the “Leprous Refuge”

Bun’'vya NAKAMURA

In this paper, we inquire into the social meaning of the shifting camp into Yabu and of “Leprous Refuge” by
Keisai AOKI in this camp 1930-1932. AOKI had been gave a missionary order to relief “Lepers” in Okinawa by
Ms. Riddel Hanna who was the Director of Kaishun Hospital in Kumamoto. He came in Okinawa 1927. He
decided to live in the “Asile” (Camp) in Kusibaru. There was afflicted by the well water. Aoki had bathed in the
sea since his staying in Okinawa.

Yusuke TOKUDA who devoted himself to the missionary works for “Lepers” in Amami -Ohshima and Yaeyama
visited at the camp Kushibaru 1929. As Tokuda surprised of their poor living in this camp, he suggested to Riddel
that they needed to take a bathe.

Riddel offered to present a bathe for their camp at 1930. Because of the suffering from the problem of water to
live, Aoki decided to shift the camp from Kushibaru into Yabu. In the camp Yabu he stayed at the cottage of
Shin’yu Agarie who came from the community Yabu. There was the wealth for water to live in the camp Yabu.

In this camp it was taken place the service and the mental cultivation for believer in Christianity at a fixed time.
Many friends of the same illness gathered, and grow their friendship each others. In this aspect, camp Yabu equaled
with a Church. It seemed that they were the members of this “Church”. Moreover many injure peoples gathered at
this camp. In this sense this camp carried on a function of the center of infirmary for many poor and weak patients.

In the view from members in community Yabu, it had possibility to organ the asylum for receiving patients
naturally. However, the members in this community intentionally neglected to take place his many missions ; the
service in Christianity and the missionary for the “Leprous Refuge”. This camp seemed to be constructed by the
special relationship between Shin’yu Agarie and his community. Its relationship was enable to relive for many
patients socially.

Aoki had made reference of some memories of this camp in his books “Leper’s Island for Choosing by ‘God’ in
Okinawa”. He mentioned in this book as follow; it was the most meaningful, memorial and happy period that had
been lived in the camp Yabu. In this sense, the camp Yabu was the place to release “Lepers” from their social

chains in this period.



