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What kind of social play did children engage in at the Azukari-Hoiku (the
day care service after kindergarten hours)? : An analysis of participant
observational data based on Parten (1932)’ s classification

Tatsuma NAKAO Maki NAKAHARA
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The purpose of this study was to reveal the features of children’s social play in the
Azukari-Hoiku (the day care service after kindergarten hours), based on participant
observation. We observed 151 children for 39.5-hour and analyzed these data based on
Parten (1932)’s classification. Main findings were as follows: (1) 5-year olds often engaged
in the associate play. 3-year and 4-year olds displayed the solitary play more frequently. (2)

These tendencies did not depend on the number of participants but influenced by the early
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hour or late hour of the service (5-year and 4-year olds played with friends more in the late
hours). (3)Boys engaged in the solitary play and girls played with friends more frequently.
(4)The proportion of interactions in mixed group was not high (about 17%). (5) 5-year olds
often engaged in the associate play regardless of the number of participation. In 4-year
olds, the solitary play was observed in children with more participation, and the onlooker
play and the parallel play were often showed in children with fewer participation. (6) The
patterns of children’s social play in the service were similar regardless of before- and in-

summer vacation. With respect to these 6 results, we discussed the merits of the service.

Keywords : Day care service after kindergarten hours, participant observation, Parten

(1932)’s classification, interactions in mixed-age group
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