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A Monograph about the Mobility Support for the Mentally Disabled Student to
Return Home alone by Bus:
Collaboration between Special Needs Education School and Community Care Center

Yasunori SAITO

By the enactment of the transport barrier-free law, we can see escalators and elevators
in stations and non-stop buses in streets. As a result, the transport environment of the
physically disabled is getting better, but that of the mentally disabled is left behind. On the
one hand, the latter is hardly discussed in transport studies (say, transport economics and
transport engineering); on the other hand, pedagogical studies focusing on behaviors of
the mentally disabled incline to take only up the experimental situation (how they press a
buzzer, how they distinguish the destination sign in the simulator). But what is important
practically, over the experimental situation, is the collaboration of parents, teachers, care
workers and local government about their mobility. This paper takes up the mobility support
for the mentally disabled student to return home alone by bus, based on the sociological case
study in the special needs education school.
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