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Report on Activities for the Civic Culture Salon in National Institute
of Technology, Ube College

Gen'ichi Ishikawa

Abstract: This activity report describes what is required and what is expected of lectures for the public, mainly English

literature reading, based on the responses and questionnaires obtained from participants in NIT, Ube college Civic Culture

Salon lectures held in 2022 and 2024.
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How can I describe my emotions at this catastrophe, or how delineate
the wretch whom with such infinite pains and care I had endeavoured to
form? His limbs were in proportion, and I selected his features as
beautiful. Beautiful! — Great God! His yellow skin scarcely covered the
work muscles and arteries beneath; his hair was a lustrous black, and
flowing; his teeth of a pearly whiteness; but these luxuriances only
formed a more horrid contrast with his watery eyes, that seemed almost
of the same colour as the dun white sockets in which they were set, this
shriveled complexion, and straight black lips.

Volume I, Chapter IV
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Volume I, Chapter IV 5RRI 154

“By degrees I made a discovery of still great moment. I found that
these people possessed a method of communicating their experience and
feelings to one another by articulate sounds. I perceived that the words
they spoke sometimes produced pleasure or pain, smiles or sadness, in
the minds and countenances of the hearers. This was indeed a godlike
science, and I ardently desired to become acquainted with it. But I was
baffled in every attempt I made for this purpose. Their pronunciation was
quick; and the words they uttered, not having any apparent connexion
with visible objects, I was unable to discover any clue by which I could
unravel the mystery of their reference. By great application, however,
and after having remained during the space of several revolutions of the
moon in my hovel, I discovered the names that were given to some of
the most familiar objects of discourse: I learned and applied the words
fire, milk, bread, and wood. I learned also the names of the cottagers
themselves. The youth and his companion had each of them several

names, but the old man had only one, which was father. The girl was
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called sister, or Agatha; and the youth Felix, brother, or son. I cannot
describe the delight I felt when I leamed the ideas appropriated to each
of these sounds, and was able to pronounce them. I distinguished several
other words, without being able as yet to understand or apply them; such
as good, dearest, unhappy.”

Volume I, Chapter IV
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Now, grown-ups like to think they know what’s going on inside a ten-
year-old’s head. And it’s impossible to know what someone is thinking
if they keep quiet about it. People would see Peter lying on his back on
a summer’s afternoon, chewing a piece of grass and staring at the sky.
‘Peter, Peter! What are you thinking about?’ they would call to him. And
Peter would sit up with a start. ‘Oh, nothing. Nothing at all.” Grownups
knew that something was going on inside that head, but they couldn’t
hear it or see it or feel it. They couldn’t tell Peter to stop it, because they
did not know what it was he was doing in there.

Introducing Peter, p.2
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When Peter woke in the moming, he always kept his eyes closed until
he had answered two simple questions. They always came to him in the
same order. Question one: who am I? Oh yes, Peter, aged ten and a half.

SHTEIA

Then, still with his eyes closed, question two: what day of the week is it?
And there it would be, a fact as solid and as immoveable as a mountain.
Tuesday. Another school day. Then he would pull the blankets over his
head and sink deeper into his own warmth and let the friendly darkness
swallow him up. He could almost pretend he did not exist. But he knew
he would have to force himself out. The whole world agreed it was
Tuesday. The earth itself, hurtling through cold space, spinning and
revolving around the sun, had brought everyone to Tuesday and there
was nothing Peter, his parents or the government could do to change the
fact. He would have to get up, or miss his bus and be late and get into
trouble.

The Cat, p.24
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Peter continued to stand with his back to the sea. A sudden cool wind
made him shiver. He looked towards the cottages. He could just make
out the low murmur of adult conversation, the sound of a wine-cork
being pulled, the musical sound of a woman’s laughter, perhaps his
mother’s. Standing there that August evening between the two groups,
the sea lapping round his bare feet, Peter suddenly grasped something
very obvious and terrible: one day he would leave the group that ran wild
up and down the beach, and he would join the group that sat and talked.
It was hard to believe, but he knew it was true. He would care about
different things, about work, money and tax, cheque-books, keys and
coffee, and talking and sitting, endless sitting.

These thoughts were on his mind as he got into bed that night. And
they were not exactly happy thoughts. How could he be happy at the
prospect of a life spent sitting down and talking? Or doing errands and
going to work? And never playing, never really having fun. One day he
would be an entirely different person. It would happen so slowly he

would not even notice, and when it had, his brilliant, playful eleven-year-
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old self would be as far away, as peculiar and as difficult to understand,
as all grown-ups seemed to him now. And with these sad thoughts he
drifted into sleep.

The Grown-up, pp.96-97
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