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Why is Robert Cohn a “Writer”?: “University,” “Race,” and “Blood”
in America in the Early 20™ Century

Yoshio NAKAMURA
Abstract: Why does Robert Cohn in The Sun Also Rises have to be a “writer”? This question deeply concerns not so much an
individual vocational propensity as a racial deterministic “bloody” fate. Such racial determinism was largely alleged from a
scientific racism in conspiracy with such sciences as biology and genetics at that time. Yet although some scholars so far have
pointed to Hemingway’s anti-semitism described in the novel, such scientific racism, which is smuggled into dictions and
representations in the novel, has rarely been spotlighted. The following paper tries to detect such a faint noise of the “bloody”
science of race in representations of a Jew, Robert Cohn in the novel.
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Robert Cohn was once middleweight boxing champion of
Princeton. Do not think that I am very much impressed by that as
a boxing title, but it meant a lot to Cohn. He cared nothing for
boxing, in fact he disliked it, but he learned it painfully and
thoroughly to counteract the feeling of inferiority and shyness he
had felt on being treated as a Jew at Princeton.  (S4R 11)
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An all-absorbing, extracurricular life of sport and snobbery was
overrunning the campuses at the turn of the century, making hard
study and good grades unfashionable. (/> 724 33)
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In most colleges the faculty talked to them chiefly about the glories
of ancient times. Literature, fine arts and architecture were all
things which had happened long ago. And student life existed in a
golden never-never land. Graduation was more of a tragedy than
an achievement. (7 —3®A k 213)
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‘What is true of politics is also true of literature, art, and science.
Everything above the commonplace is either directly accompanied
by Angro-Saxons or is due to Anglo-Saxon initiatives. (37 =/
241)
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The traditions of literary life have in America not been
maintained by the descendants of the German immigrants.
Literary ability has been Americanized out of them. (3 =L
304)
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In the case of the Greeks the individualistic creative character
predominates, even in the forming of constitutions; in the case of the
Romans it is communistic legislation and military authority that
predominates; the Germanic races, on the other hand, have
individually and collectively perhaps less creative power, but they
possess a harmony of qualities, maintaining the balance between the
instinct of individual freedom, which finds its highest expression in
creative art, and the instinct of public freedom which creates the
State; and in this way they prove themselves to be the equals of their
great predecessors. (T /3L 543)
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... the Semite banishes from religion contemplative wonder,
every feeling of a superhuman mystery, and he banishes likewise
creative fancy.... (F = 731 419)
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The wave of anti-Semitism, which has been sweeping
over the world since the ending of the World War, has
apparently reached in the United States. An
antagonism which Americans had believed was peculiarly
Europeans, is gaining a disquieting foothold in this
country. The one prejudice which would seem to have no
decent cause for existence in the free air of America is one
that is based upon race and religion. Yet the most
conservative American universities are openly setting up
bars against the unlimited admittance of Jewish students;
the most desirable clubs are becoming more rigid in their
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inhospitable attitude towards Jewish members; a weekly

newspaper, financed by one of the richest men in America,

has filled its pages for three years with a virulent

campaign against this element in our population...
(N RU w2 144)
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