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The Power of Wealth in The Wings of the Dove

—James’s New Perspective—

Tomomi USHIROKAWA

Abstract : As pointed out by a number of scholars, Henry James frequently uses monetary images to describe his characters and
their relationships to society throughout his fictional works. In The Wings of the Dove, Milly Theale, one of James’s major
phase protagonists, tends to be treated according to her financial background and tragic situation by her worshippers and those
who envy her wealth. However, Milly’s great fortune does not necessarily imply vulgarity but rather a strength that shows the
supreme spirituality of her presence. The treatment of the power of wealth is more elaborately depicted in multiple ways as
compared to James’s early phase fictions such as Daisy Miller and The Portrait of a Lady. James also seems to sympathize with
Merton Densher, an English journalist in 7he Wings of the Dove, because of his indifference to moneymaking and an appetite
for success despite his lack of masculinity and passivity. Through the characterization of Densher, one can see that James in
his later works seeks fresh possibilities and solutions for the conflict between two different concepts that James finds in a

class-oriented English society and financially developed America in the early twentieth century.
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By consciously submitting to Kate and Densher’ s
plan, Milly escapes the role of victim and asserts
herself. She externalizes her desire through her
legacy, and by assuming an active role she moves
beyond the status of mere object. She becomes
idealized, but it is an idealization of her own
design. (127)
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“Kate’ s presence, by good fortune, I marked

early:-. I’ ve watched it long; I’ ve been
saving it up and letting it, as you say of
investments, appreciate; and you may judge
whether, now it has begun to pay so, I'm likely
to consent to treat for it with any but a high
bidder.”  (65)
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He suggested above all, however, the wondrous
state of youth in which the elements, the metals
more or less precious, are so in fusion and
fermentation that the question of the final stamp,
the pressure that fixes the value, must wait for
comparative coolness. (47)
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