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     On the British Education System

                and

The State Schoo拍i皿Cambridge(▽bl.  XXXIII)

一一一bareers Convention， ConsUltation Ever血ig

and House PhotOgraph in Impington V皿age Co皿ege一一一

Minoru SMGETA'

  ln the preceding essay (Vol.  XXX［1)， 1 have told you about ''(ibvemors and Parents Meeting

of impington Village College7' in tihe essay， first of all 1 have showed you some written records

which inform us p arents of the results of C. S. E.  and G. C. E.  exams of the year before， and have

explained who the Govemors are， and what Govemors do， and also have mentioned the work

of the review and development committee and tihe work of the finance cormttee， and so on. 

  In this essay;Iwi皿tell you about Careers Convention of Impington Vi皿age Colege， and

then 1・wi11 te皿you about''ConsUltation Eve血g'which seems tO be similar to a knd of

''ParentS and Stafl？ Meeting'in Jap an， and last I w皿show you a very interesting photograph

named ‘House Photograph， '' which could not be seen in schoo｝ photos in Jap an. 

  On 18止D㏄ember 1986 we r㏄dved a s(inool letter from the Warden whi(h血formed us of
              7 dLVVV7

the important dates for the Sp血g term to be noted:血our diaries and said that both students

and p arents were a皿owed to attend the convention.  With the letter， we recetved a broChure，

entitled ''Careers Convention，'' in which 1 took a great interest.  However， my wife and 1 did

not at尤end it because we thought the convention had notl｝ing to do With my daughter's fU加■e

course for the tme being.  And yet I t㎞:k tl tat it iS important to know an aSp ect of counse血g
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students on their future careers in England. 

''Careers Convention. 

Therefore， first of all I wi11 tell you ab out the

  The brochure said that it was to be held on Wednesday 21st January 1987 in the Main

school halL and Promenade ftom 6. 30 p. m.  一 9. 00 p. m.  for students of Years 3， 4， 5， 6 and 7.  ln

the preface， Mr.  」.  N.  Cleaver， Careers Tutor， says:

Deeur Students arKS Parents，

(iti Wed)e EKIay overi ing of the 21st Jariuary we are

bo l d irg a Careers CorTven t ion from 6. 30 p. ra.  to

9. 00P. m.   You are cordially :invited t二〇come to
th is event. 

The C⊂rmrention is des iqned t二〇 br ing you into 七〇uch

with representat i ves f rom professiona l arKl f rom

emp l oye rs ergan isationS， from 10ca l compan i e s and
from 10ca l F. E.  evo l l eqps.  1 t p l ays an Ump(:)rt.  an t

F6rセ Ln he 1 P1 rKII fo ma｝くe a r iqht decision about

coしifses to fQ l low at しhe aqes of fourt een， s以一
teen and e igh teen.  l t g ives a charK e to exp l ore

some of the emp l oyrRen t opFx［)rtun i t i e s ava i l ab l e，

both locally arttd nationally.  1t wl 11， 1 hope，
he l p those of yeu who attend to be better

inforrned al out career opportun ities， arKl to

(icve l op en thus iasrRs arKi rnake contacts， which

wi l l bear fruit later on. 

I do hoPe ycu wi l l be ab l e t二〇 take advan tンヨqe of

th i s ewnt.  So that we rnay have an 1 de. .  a Df the

number of peoP l e 1:Lke l y t二〇 at tend the Convent ion

I weu ld be grateful i f you weu ld s ign the Reply

Slip， arKi return i t to the Co l l ege via your son

ar daughter. 

r Shou l d warn'you that car-park ing fac i l i t i e s at

the Co l l ege are l imi ted.  I f you can avo id com ing

by car， or share your car with arK)ther， that wvuld
be he l pfu l.  Off the road ca r-park irag i s a l so

ava i l ab i e at Ch l vers Home Farm， next to ヒhe Co l leqe. 

Ycwars sirK ere ly，

        JTべて(ぞ一avti

J. N. Cleaver (Careers TVtor)

  As Mt.  Cleaver says， you will understand that the convention is designed to help the

students to ma:ke a right decision about courses to f()low in the near fUt皿e， and that it is



On the Britis h Education System and The State Schools in Cambridge (Vol. XXXIII) (Minoru SHIGETA) 207

si曲to a㎞d of b曲g輌。吻h齢， Howeve珈Ja脚， it iS not common to血Vite

from professional and from employers organizations， fibm 10cal comp anies and from Fmher

Education Colleges， and to give a chance to explore some the employment opp ortunities

available， both 10eally and nationally.  in addition， it is very good for the students to attend the

c・nventi・n a［・ng With their parenbS， whi(in・w皿never・been・seen・in・ur…untry. 

  Next to MLr.  Cleaver's message， they put list of careers areas， organizations and

representatives on the brodhure.  in tlie list， there are further Education Colleges， such as

Cambridgeshire CoIlege of Arts a皿d Tbchnology;Cambridge Colege of Fu■ther Education，

Cambri(ige Farm College and lsle Co皿ege.  Fmm曲page㎝d h血e姐。血9 P ages，1皿

show you the list. 

LIST OF (コ懸3 AREAS / O㎜ISATI()NS / REP】RESENTAT】〔▽ES

(N. B.  C i rcurns tances someti. mes preventpart icu l ar representatives

      from a t tend jng on the even irg. Apo lcx ies in advarrce for

      any d i sappo inmmts because of th i s. )

Further Education Colleges:

Carubridgeshire College of Arts arKi Te( hnology
Carrrk)r idge Co l l ege of Further Mucation

Caiubr idge Fam Co l l ege

Isle College

Miss. S. Ga rnham

rvlr.  M.  Smith

Mr.  T. E. Alcock

Teaching (Homerton Co l lege｝
                                        rvlr.  PJ.  RurKita l l

You廿1 Train ing Scheme / Manag:hη Agents＝

Caiubridge Tra ining arKl Deve l oprnent Group ！vltr s.  S. Rayner

Caiubridge Charrioer of Corrrnerce Mr.  M. Hi l l
Cambr idqe Inforrration Techno logy Cen・ヒre (ITE C｝
                                        btr.  J. Wi l son

rVlanpower Services Cormission T'raining Division
W. Anglia Eng ineer i rKJ Trainmg Assoc.  lhr.  E. Cant

The Arrry Plajor 1. Jefferson
The Roya l Navy CFO B. Parkin
The Roya l Air Force F/Officer M. L. Page
Carubridgesh ire Constabu lary Mrs.  J. F. Rag laine-Ha l l

                                        hr s.  S. Slrmpns

The Post Office

Universit二y of Cambr idqe Assistant S taff Board - Mr.  K. Dyson
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  After the list， they put the a(imowledgements on it， saying， ''We are most grateful to Mrs. 

June BiShop and to Mr.  Alan Andrews of the Cambridge Careers Office for their work in

helping to organise tl］is Convention.  We also welcome to the College and extend our tlianks

to a皿the Visiting representatives Without whose presence there coUld not be a Convention. ''

  in the b ack cover， they put the message from ‘''lhe Cambridge Careers Qfiice. '' The

message says hke血is:

      The Cambridge Careers Qffice will provide a stand at the Convention，

      and wi皿have some exam:ples of careers li. teratu■e available fbr

      Pl皿chase. 

      The careers Office is b ased at 52 Burleigh Street， Cambridge.  lt is op en

      during norma1 office hours from Monday to Friday (N舳ahm(畑me dosure

      from 1. 00 p. m.  to 2. 00 p. m . ).  lt houses a 1arge C areers library.  There are

      always Careers orficers available to provide advise. 

      The Careers OIIicers particularly responsible for own students are:

                   Mbe.  Charles McCartney

                   Mrs.  liz Blackadder

      The telephone number of the C aieers Oflice is CAM BRIDGE 62345. 

  As we have seen， ''Careers Convention'' is a very useful convention for both students and

their p arents.  indeed it is helpful for students to make a right decision about courses to follow

i皿the near fUture.  Therefbre，1 think that sudh a convention shoUld be establiShed at any cost

in Jap anese schools. 

  Ne曲''Careers Convention，''1側副you about''ConsUltation Eve血g. ''One day血

December， '86， my daughter came back with a school letter entitled ‘1-ower Sixth Consultation

Eve血g. . ''The letter says，''T㎞le抗erおa馳。蛇rep磁on yo遭I son1(ねughter's血st te㎜in

the SiXtli Fo㎜.  There wi皿be fU皿reports in July 1987 and eaIユy 1988. '' As to the short

rep ort， 1 have already te11 you in tlie precedmg essay (Vol.  XXX) in detait.  The letter

continues:''We pmpose to hold a Consultation Evening in the Gorge Edwa■ds且an［L，ower

School］，between 7. 99 and 9. 30 p. m.  on Wednesday， 14th Januaiy， 1987.  Please write on the

slip below the names of staff you would like to meet and retum it， by lliimsday， 18th December. 
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It wi11 then be sent b ack to you with appointment tmes added. ''

  Here I w皿mention briefly the deta丑s of my daughter's hardShips and difliculties of

studying ‘A' level subj ects : the short report was ftom Mr.  Hyort， Head of Sixtli Form.  Tb sum

up， the p oint of his rep ort is as follows; about six weeks have p assed since my daughter began

to study at the Sixth Form， and she is studying very hard at Maths and Biology.  But she is

not a:ble to bene丘t fセom their tead血g because of her limited ability in EngliSh.  So the lessons

can be of little help to her etther to progress in her understand of Maths and Biology， or in her

confidence in EngliSh.  Therefore he tl)inks it is better to study EngliSh as a foreign language

at one of the p血vate language schools in C am:bri(ige.  Reading MLr，. 耳iort's letter， I was mudl

perplexed， and sought of my neighbour Mr.  Michell.  At the same tme， thinking it imp ortant

to contact Mr.  Hjort， 1 wrote a letter saying 1 would like my daughter to study at lmpington

Vi皿age Co丑ege， wan. ted to her to stay in an Englishman's house if p()ssible. 王n the meanwh且e，

my daughter's five intmate girls， heartng my daughter's wretched condition， discussed the

problem with their p arents and prop osed to let her stay in their homes as p art of the family for

about two weeks.  Since there were five offers， she was supposed to stay with an EngliSh

fatnily f()r a total of ten weekS.  Thus Mr. ］日l ort a皿anged f()r us to meet tlie five gitlS'parentS

at Lower Sixth Consultation Eve血g.  So wh血g on血e鰍一〇ff slip the names of staff I

woUld like tO meet，血at捻， Mr. 珂。貰and睡s.  Wood(Fom漁to⇒， I retumed to血e釦㎜tutoエ

Soon it was sent b ack to me with app ointment tme added.  in the next p age， 1 wi11 show you

the copy of the sdhool letter for roference.  Thus on 14th January， my wife， my daughter and I

ahd d血ier earlier tihan usual， and left home f()r ■mpington Vdlage College at 6. 30 p. m.  When

a皿the g:田s and their parents came， we(liscussed the matter With them.  After tihe meeting

with the five EngliSh girls' p arents， we met Mr.  Hj ort and Mrs.  Wood， and rep orted them about

the matter and went home. 

  Ap art from my daughtefs problem， ‘［Parents and Staff Meetings '' as well as ''Careers

convention'' and ''Consulting Evening' about which 1 have just told you were always held in

the eve血g. コhs幽艶y b㏄ause， in my opmion， the p arentS and gutardians of stUdentS血

Cambridge are very busy in workng including their housework during the daytime， and both

fathers and mothers may have their own jobs and they have to take a day off if the meetings
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CAMBRrD(;ESHIRE EDUCATiO;Nf COMMITTEE

wwG
WARDEN: SYLVIA WEST， M. A. 

             D卜｛！BJOur reference: Your reference:

IMPINGTON，
CAMBRIDGE. 
CB4 4LX. 

Telephone No:

HISTON 2835
(STD 022 023)

December.  1986. 

    LOWER SIXTH CONSULTATION EVENING
WEDNES［)AY.  1''TH JANUARY.  19e7: 7. 00-g. 30 p. m. 

  GEORGE EDWAROS HALしILOWER SCHOOU

Dear Parent. 

This letter accompanies a short report on your son/daughter‘s first term in the Sixth

Form. τhere w川be full reports in July 19878nd early l98日. 

We propose to hold a Consultation Evening in the George Edwards HaH ［Lower School］
betWeen 7:00 and g. 30 p. m.  on Wednesday.  1''th J8hOary.  l gB7.  Ple'a'se write' Oh''the Slip

below the nemes of stsff you woutd like to meet snd return it.  by Thurgday.  I eth

Oecember.  It w川then be sent back to you with appointment times added. 

During the evening careers advice will be available.  snd there will be a short talk at

7. 30 p. m.  iesting about ten minutes end repeated at B. 10 and B. 50.  about arrangements

for privete study at home. 

Yours sincerely. 

払叫M'' …・一ｸN一・一・・''一'''''

D.  Hjort

Head of Sixth Form
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PLEASE RETURN TEAR-OFF SLIP TO FORM TUTOR BY THURSDAY。旧th口ECEMBER
19B6

NAME。F PUPIL. …⊆聰ムR鼠…翻股煎ム…. …. F。RML. . 煮………五L. …. . …

                     ［BLOCK LETTERS］

Consultation Evening.  January 1''th l g87: 7. 00-9. 30 p. m. 

STAFF
. . . . M. . . v. :. . P. :. . . tt6'. o. r:. k. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . M. . . 〈:. ｝ts. . . ，. . . . W.  1.  . e.  e.  el. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

         TIME

      ツ、CQ
一  一  一  一  一  一  e  一  一  i  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  t  t  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  e  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一  一

m''. . ''. … 2. :q:D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ''. . . 

一 一 一 一 一 一 一 e 一 '' e 一 一 一 e 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 s 一 一  一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 e 一 一 一 一 e 一 一 e - t 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 t e - e e 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一  一  一  一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 e 一 一  一  . 
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guardians rea皿y want to take a relax on Saturday and Sunday;forgetfUI of al cares.  So I

think Jap anese sdhoo｝ meetings would be like EngliSh school ones in the near future.  Then

parents and guardians would be very glad to attend the meetings. 

  At any rate， my daughter enjoyed staying at the five EngliSh families'.  As for the stay， I

have ah℃ady mentioned it in the pr㏄ed±ng essay(V()1.  XXX).  Therefbre， I w皿omit the

matter here and te11 you about ‘fiHouse Photograph'' which could not been seen in Japanese

schools. 

  On November 26tli， '86， we recetved a school letter infomiing us of ‘Ilouse Photographs. ''

Tb tell the tuth， at丘rst 1 coUld not understand the meaning of''House Photographs，''but I

managed to make out the meaning.  The Oxford Concise Dictionary says the meaning， ''thoys

or girls in) BORD］NG house of school; one of divisions of day-school for games etc. '' So in this

case，1世血:k‘iHouse''means七he latte正 At any rate， th，e schod. 一letter said，''Earlier this teml

each House had its photograph taken， including all pupils and staflr belonging to the House. 

The photograph measures 60cms x 19cms.  Such photographs are exp ensive， but tihey do give

pleasureI-esp ecia皿y in fUti皿e years.  The College only has these photOgraphs taken eve】ty few

years一・the next w皿be in Autumn 1989.  Y()u are welcome tO View the photographs which are

on display in the Promenade of the College. '' 1 do not know how many houses there aie in the

college.  And 1 cannot remember clearly how much the photo was， but maybe it cost me £20 or

so ( it was equivalent to about ￥5，000 then. ).  lndeed the photo was expensive， but we decided

to purchase a copy of the photo， p artly because the photo would remind of my daughter of her

stay at Imp:ington Vi皿age Co皿ege， a皿d pardy because I had not seen su(h a big photO at an in

Jap anese schoo1 photos.  Soon we received the photo， in which tliey wrote ‘''lbresa House

1986'' in gold letters.  indeed 1 tried keeping count of the p eople in the photo， and was greatly

surpr ssed to丘nd tl tat there were 261 students and 15 staff of tl te c(皿ege！Even now when

fourteen years p assed after we left C ambridge， my daughter， who got married five years ago，

as well as I， th:inks that the photo iS a very good souvenir in Cambridge.  So I w皿finiSh this

essay by showing you a copy of the ‘House Photograph'' in the following p age. 
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