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                  On the British Education System

                               a皿d

             The State Schools in Cambridge (Vol.  XXXD

-Gene:ral Certi丘cate of Education＆Certf五cate of Secon(lary Education一一

Minoru SHIGETA''

  in the precedmg essay (Vol.  XXX)， 1 have told you about how my eldest daughter got into

difficulties in studying biology and matihematios， and then how much her frien ds in lmpington

V皿age Co皿ege gave a helping hand to her. 

  in tllis essay;we w皿consider GCE((］lenera1 Certi丘cate of Education)and CSE(Certi丘cate

of Secon dary E ducation) exams， aecording to the points of GCE and CSE exams given the

candidates for both examinations bY the college. 

  As we have seen in the preceding essay (Vol.  ID， all typ es of secon dary schools have 5-year

courses for pupils from 11 years up to the school leaving age (normally 16 years).  Promotion

to a higher class eveiy year does not dep en d up on examination results.  lt is almost automatic. 

At the end of the five-year course， pupils can take CSE and GCE exams， but children in

B亘t血s皿leave schoo踊th no formal leaVing examination certifi(vate。 Here we w皿

investigate roughly what kind of examinations GCE and CSE are. 

  GCE exams are one of tlie most血p ortant examinations in secondary sChoo］. s， and are set

and graded by 8 Exam血ation Boards under the contr61 of universities in Britain.  These・are

classified into three levels; Advanced， ()rdinaiy and Special 〈S(tholar＞ 10vels.  Ordinaiy level

is usually taken at the age of 16， and Advanced level after the lapse of two years.  ''But even

those who are not on the register in any educational institUtions， a■e a皿owed to take the exams
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if imiversity authorities approve.  The Advanced levels are estmated by 7 grades ofA， B， C， D，

E， O and F， and A to E gi'ades are passing mai'ks.  lf we get O grade in A Levels， we ai'e given

acel血丘cate of O level.  The results of these exam. s a■e used by the local autho］dties as a

material for evaluation of scholarship， and universities and other higher educational

institutions make use of tl te results as reference data for selecting their new students. 

Moreover， the results may be used as j ob-order conditions on the p art of employers.  'lhe

general control and sup ervision over this examin ation system is in S(thool Council for the

CurricU lum and Exa血nation.  As the eight diflrerent institutions make examinations of their

own， the level of the examinations could b e diflrerent.  S o the counci1 always care about the

same level of tihe examinations made by the institutions. 

   αSE exams， h:ke GCE， a:re examinations on acade血。 subjectS， and pupis can take as

many subj ects as they want.  in addition to the same subj ects as GCE， pupils can take not

only some subjects such as architecture， civios， but a｝so some subj ects on p ractical knowledge

and technical ski11 like typ ewriting.  CSE exams are indeed intended for those who have the

ability b elow the average from tl Le 5th-year students taking O levels of GCE.  ［Ehe results of

the exams are usua］ly shown by 1 to 5 grades， but sometmes without any grades.  Grade 1

shows the same academic level as O level of GCE， and tl te examinees b elow grade 5 cannot

have any grades.  And in the Certificate are these grades recorded.  The exams are managed

by some teaChers working at the lo(烈血stitutions， and the cer価cate is made use of by

employers as wel as by the apphcants fbr a position.  Fumhermore， the cert茄. cate serves as

one of七he re quirements fbr ad血ssion to a co:llege of fUther education like TbChnica1 Colleges. 

  Now we have seen what kin ds of examinations GCE and CSE are and how the result of

these exams are made use of.  In May(h血g the Sp血g Tbrm， my daughter was give曲e

bro(hure con㏄1皿ing GCE and CSE exams by her colege.  After introdu(ing to you the advice

by Examinations C駈cer， I wi皿show you， in the fbllowing p ages， eadl copy about the general

schedule， directions to can didates， School Leaver' s Foim， an d so on. 
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APY11:IE-EQB. CAN1)ll！1，NIES

1.  lt is your resrp onsibility to attend for your examination at the correct time. 

   Arrive at the examination room 10 minutes b efore the starimg time， where

   you wi11 be registered. 

2.  You do not need to wear school urriform but we exp ect you to wear sensible，

   comfortable clothes， suitable for sitting an examination. 

 

3 Some examin ations with large numb ers wi11 be held simultaneously in several

rooms.  Y()u wj皿be allocated tO a room according to the lists p ublished on the

exam notice board This wi皿affect:16＋Biology， 16＋Maths，16＋Geography，

16 ＋ Physics， English Language， English literature. 

4.  Take to the examination 2 pens， p enci1， ruler， eraser， coloured p encils (rather

    tihan felt-tip pens).  lt is forbidden to use'llipp-Ex type materials.  Cross out

    errors. 

5.  Read the regulations already issued

6

7

8

Make sure you know what to do if you are prevented from taking an exa血n ation

through皿ness or hljury

Remember to follow the instructions about collecting results or having tl Lem p osted. 

Results wi皿on no account be p osted unless you leave a stamp ed， addressed

envelop e. 

lf you foresee any problems， see me as soon as p ossible. 

      P.  B.  GLUZA

Exami皿ations Officer

         May 1987
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EXAM口NAT口ONS 1987

RESし1しTS＝ 1n order to be fair to both our office steff 8nd 811 candidates、 you are reque8ted to

follow this procedure gtt u！. ！2. ！i. ！. tr ctl ・

●

1 Check when your results can be collected. 

C. S. E

巳Ol Leve置/16＋

'A' Level

Friday.  17th July

Friday 21st August
Friday 1''th August

2. Ptg［！s！Uett t l h ne the office for-rLgEsy. 1Eg:一ults.  Results ere never given over the phone.  l f you

wish a friend to collect them.  provide a note to say that you wish them to do so. 

3. C. S. E.  Results

げyOU WIS哩＿二旦三』」主旦一・
Give a stamped， addressed envelope to the office.  Merk the envelope C. S. E cleerly in the

top left-hend corner. 

. ！ILxgym. 11！. s1！. 一！i. g一. gg. u. gg. ！i. dve1，！uzggy. ！. ！E一. E！g1 Egng. ！一1. xf h t l l  t s lts  rsonally・then d o s o.  b u t， ngtE. 一！2g. Lg1 gt b e f o r e 17th J u l y. 

り. 'A' Level Rasults

Either provide a stemped eddressed envelope or collect personslly from the office， but not

before Fnday四th Augugt.  M8rk cle即ly in the top left hand corner of the envelope the

n8mes of the Boards from which you expect results.  This w川provide an easy check on
whether the envelope contsins appropriate results before it is posted・1O！n. ！. z-gnsl. gnMmpU？一1 一l

IS necessery. 

5. 'O' Level 'AO' Level. 16＋ results. 

If you wish to co''ect your results personaily.  then do so but not before Friday 21st August. 

lf you wish to heve them posted.  then provide a stamped addressed envelope to the office

with the names of each Board from which you expect results.  cleerly marked tn the top

teft hsnd corner.  This will provtde an easy check before posting.  lf you do not provide en

S. A。E your results w川remain in the office until col18cted.  Only one envelope Is nece8sary

for all your 'O' Level end 16＋ results. 

6. Exsmination certificates ere normaily availsble in November.  They are presented et the

Certif，cate Evening ［date yet to be arranged］ to which all candidetes ere invtted.  We hope
that es many es possible wilt attend for s very pleesent evening to receive certificetes

and meet old friends. .  Certげicates即e valu8ble documents and must be signed for.  lf you
are uneble to attend the Certificate Evening you may collect them at a leter date.  or if

you wish theni to be posted you must provide one self-addresssd envelope.  Ag flet 210mm

× 300mrn and 50p to covsr the cost of postage and Recorded Delivery. 

7. Further Oirections te all Candidates. 

A！t2gengsence''. . f-rom an examination-Telephone the school office as soon e6 possibie-B. 15a. m. 

onwerds.  Leave your name and the subject you are unable to take.  Obtain a Doctor's

certi''iiCate in the case of illness or accident， certifytng that you were unable to attend
school to take the examinetion on the stated dete or detes.  Send the certificete to me as

soon as possible.  C帥tain condlしions must be s8tisfied but it is som8times posslble to

obtain special consideretion ，n these cases. 

This will not apply in other circumstsnces: thus forgetfulness or lateness can easily meen

that no result can be given at all. 

P. B.  GLUZA

ExaminBtions Officer
April 1967
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］fi｝ixections to Candidates

7セ。ぐhers are ad vtrsedぎ。'σ舵。θr6∫加∫'んθ'r pupils are carefuめ・ゴη〃θグ'o cロの'out'hese dかθc'ゴ。〃5. 〃μ〃めers

 3，4，ノOaノでレeeyノ今'e・ a.  xeen tetアdどsre8a/rded andごandidates so〃leti〃7es SUJソer a lo∬(ゾ〃iarks in consequence. 

   1.  Be at yovr seat in the 一Fxarnination Room five minutes before the time fixed for the Examination in each

 subject. 

   2.  lf an Exarnination i！vr'aperfor which you are not entered is handed to you， or ille the questions indicate 'that

amaρ・or・O〃ter form si'io工磁σな'O have bee〃9'Vθ〃out， speak'0伽1ηv～8'lator・at・once. 

   3.  Attend carefuRy to any general directions that may be given a｛ the head of a paper (e. g directions
limiting the number ofquestions that may be answered). 

  4， VVrite your examin. tation number o. e， the centre number and your ！ndividual nurnber) in clear figures in

the right-hand top. corner of eveu'y skeee of writing paper， etc. ， which you use， andyour name and the name of

the subjecr as weil as Jiour number on thefirst sheet of each set ofpapers.  l f you are using answer books， you

need only wnIe this lnformatめn on the cover， and on any loose maps， squared paper etc. 

  5. Wr誕e o励む。珪盈n s童磁3⑪f区崩e p叩er. しeave a margin at both righI・hand and left-hand edges and begin the

ansvver to eaeh sepo，rate part of the question en a fresh line. 

  6.  Do not fold your a''svver sheets at any time. 

  7.  Write the number of the question clearly in the left-hand margin at the beginning of each answer.  Do not

copy the question.  Se careful to use the same system of numbering as appears in the question paper， Leave a

blank space after the ans・ wer to each question.  Record， in the grid provided， at the top teft-hand corner of

your first sheeg fioif eft¢ie gevas er ehe nanrnbers oMhe questions which you have gnswered， in the order in which

you have 3nswe5'醐虚盃e鵬. 

  8.  Remember that handwriting and speiling will be taken into account.  Candidates are required to vvrite

their answers in biack or blue-btack ink， Red ink must not be used.  Fountain pens or ball point pens may be

used.  Candidates are v・7arned that the use of pale blue ball point pens contributes to illegibility and that if their

work cannot be read， they automatically penalise themseives.  B or H B pencils must be used for answering
multiple-choice tests.  Penci｝s or.  ba！1 potnt pens in otheT colours may be used for diagrams and maps only.  The

use of map stencils in ail Ge. ography papers is forbidden.  Bring mathematical， drawing and dissecting
instruments for subjects where they will be needed.  Candidates are warned that the use of electronic
calculators/pocket computers ln the examination room is not allowed except in papers or questions where

their use is specificuily permitted.  Such use， moreover， is limited stnctly to the calculator/pocket computer

i1self;supρlen昭ntaリノ，nrtα彪riat〃1us！加〃。 circu〃lstances be taken加10'he exa〃lination.  No aUowance can be
made for the failure o/. ''' a caiculator/pocket cornputer in the examinations room. 

  9， Read the questions very carefully.  A great deal of time is wasted in writing down information that is not

asked for， and no marks are given for it，

 IO.  Do not write so much upon one or two questions as to leave yourself no time to answer others which you

are able to answer. 

11.  As soon as notice is given， ARRANGE YOUR PAPERS ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF
ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS， THE FERST PAGE AT THE TOP， unless a contrary instruction is given
on the question paper.  Sec that all papers have your examination number written upon them， fasten them
together at the left-hand toip corner， and hand them unfolded to the Invigilator.  Although the knot should be

securely tied， do nottict your papers together so tightly that the pages tear apart when they are turned over. 

12.  A candiqate who arrives late wili be asked to give a satisfactory expianation to the lnvigilator， Except in

special circumstances a paper will not be given to any candidate who is more than half an hour late， Absolute
punctuality i. s essentiai for certain paperg Candidates are not allowed to leave the Examination Room for the

first hour of an examjnation (except in ｛he case df illness or another emergency and then in the company of an

lnvigilator＞.  ( andidates are not allowed t() leave the Examination Room before the end of the period ailotted

to the paper unless by special arrangemeni with the lnvigilator. 

                                       CAUTION

Breaches of the above twirectiens， irregularity， miseonduct or dishonesty in connection with tbe examination

may 置ead to d亘s｛召監1窺踵婁量ca琶竜on of the cand量dates concerned or of a塁I candidates at a particu盈ar centre. 

Disqualificat｝on of candidates may involve山eir expulsion from the examination withou1 readmission，
cancellation ol any orte or more of theit papers or the results thereof， and their being refused re-entry as

candidates nn subsequent examinations ''
  The following matters are set out here merely as examples for the guidance of candidates on matters which

may lead to disqualificatiGn. 

  Answers o'r rough working must not be piaced in such a position that another candidate can read thern.  If

any candidate is detected in giving， or attempting to obtaih， unfair assistance whether by copying or in any

other way， disquaiification may result. 

  No communication whaeever between candidates under examination ts allowed. 

  Candidate. s are not permitted to have in their possession， while in the Examination Roorri， any bbok，

memorandum or pocket-book， notes， examination timetable or papers whatsoever， except the correct
question paper and any material or instruments expressly authorized by the Syndicate; candidates using slide

rules as permttted by thc一.  Reguiat:ions must see that any information (formulae or other data) shown on them

is securely covered up.  They rnust return immediately to the lnvigilator any incorrect question paper gjven to

them and must not take any used or unused writing paper out of the Examination Room.  Any rough work

must be done Jn the official answer paper， and， if not to be included with the answers， must be ieft on the
desks to be collected by the sinvigilator and destroyed. 

  Disorderly Londasct， or tlte causing ot disturbance in or near the F［xamination Room， may be treated as
misconduct leadmg to rivisqualification. 

rReVtsedんfarぐh/Yκ4i
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